
U.S. and Soviets extend INF talks 


R i ~ 31,(1 Sovict 2,1115 negotiators extended 

talks on Monday aimed at drnchmg the first treaty to cut their nuclear 
vusalc wseoab m tune for a superpower summit in Washington next 
month. Chief U.&i negotiator Max Kampelman and Soviet counterpart 
Yuli Vorontsov worked throughout the day and into the evening tryingto 

Cfttw ' eDSUIC 311 3CC0 ?~ 9° intermediate-range nuclear (INF) 

JlJ §Tfa mtssfltes was real tor the Dec. 7-10 summit. Both Mr? Kampelman and 
•’ Mr. Vorontsov told reporters m the morning that they were confident the 
" . elusive tratv, under negotiation since March 1985, would be concluded in 

^ , time. Asked whette it would be ready for Ptesident Ronald Reagan and 
■ •. Sovict leader Mikhail Gorbachev to sign, Mr. Vorontsov said-^y all 

? means. We have no doubt about it.” Mr. Kampelman said he was certain 
i' : outstanding problems, notably how to ensure against cheating, could be 
resolved and a treaty would be signed in December. But after a working 
■” lunch, they abandoned plans to move ou to other amis control issues and 
- pressed on with efforts to clear the remaining obstacles blocking an INF 
• accord.' 
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Masri: Summit results help Arab standing 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign Minister Tahcr Al Masri said Monday that the 
Arab consensus achieved by the extraordinary Arab summit in Amman 
would foster Arab standing in the international arena, and particularly 
help efforts to end the Gulf war and find a just and peaceful settlement to 
the Palestinian question. ,, The Arab leaders’ adoption of the summit's 
resolution unanimously fare the Arab World more weight in the 
international arena regarding the region's key issues — the Iran-Iraq war 
— and the Arab-Israeli conflict,” Mr. Masri said in an interview with 
Jordan Television's “The World in a Week” programme. The full 
interview with the foreign minister will broadcast on Jordan Television on 
Thursday. Replying to a question whether meetings berween His Majesty 
King Hussein and Palestine Liberation Organisation Chainnan Yasser 
Arafat during the summit meant a Jordan-PLO reconciliation. Mr. Masri 
said the word "recoDdliaiion" was wrong to use since it does not apply to 
the situation between the two parties. “Reconciliation os a word is used 
when there is a dispute... There is no dispute between Jordan and the 
PLO— there is a difference in viewpoints between the two ” 
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: : iing sends good 
vishes to Syria 
if! cxjjj^ind Morocco 

lMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
: -:> r rin g Hussein Monday sent a 
-. _ * ■ abfe of good wishes to Syrian 
V. resident Hafez Al Assad con- 

ratulating him on the occasion of 
" - '.’be anniversary of the 1970 cor- 
' * '.jective movement in Syria. The 
' --' ring wished President Assad 
'ontinning good health and 
.A appiness and the Syrian people 

u ^^artber progress and prosperity. 

ilso on Monday the King sent a 
able of good wishes to King 
{assan II of Morocco congratu- 
r :-itmg him on the occasion of his 
' entry’s Independence Day. The 
jog wished the Moroccan 
. ' - > KJcarph continuing good health 

- nd happiness and the Moroccan 
' ' " :- ^ eople further progress and 

rpsperity under his leadership. 

: >lifai meets 
mbassadors 


] 


‘^niUililraip^AN (Petra) — Prime 
fillister Zaid Rifai conferred 
sparately in his office in Amman 
. / -n Monday with Egyptian 
ambassador Ihab Wahbeb and 
-unisian Ambassador Said Ibn 
. lustapha. Discussions covered 
* * wdan’s relations with Egypt and 
imisia, the Jordan News Agen- 
7 , Petra, said. Mr. Rifai later 

- "• iet with Spanish Ambassador to 
~ ' irdan Ramon Annengod. Petra 

- ..ive no other details. 

'olice defuse two 
(mbs m east Beirut 

EERUT (R) — Police defused 
/o bombs packed with nails set 
.** explode separately near a pet- 
; il station and a vegetable shop 
'. :i east Beirut on Monday. Police 
- " lid the bombs, the first contain- 

. _g 15 kilogrammes of TNT and 
ie second four kilogrammes, 
ere linked to time devices and 
e-x niciiulN to explode in the crowded 
sidential areas of Salomeh and 
ekwaneh. A dozen people were 
lied and 104 wounded in two 
"-iparate bomb blasts at Beirut’s 

■ -'-rpoit and the American Uni- 
. :rsity Hospital (AUH) in east 

. eiiut (See story on page 2). 

Well said 

involved in Irangate 

. ‘ WASHINGTON (AP) — Army 
' ieutenant-General Colin L. 

. ' owell, President Ronald 
'eagan’s choice to be the next 
uional security adviser, was in- 
j .jolved in the secret sales of arms 
Hil- - P’ 1- 1 1ran, a published report said 
londay. The Washington Post, 
ting Iran-contra committee 
rarces it did not identify, said 
. en. Powell acted as a coordina- 
•r for the Pentagon in the 
ovember 1985 shipment of 
‘ awk anti-aircraft missiles to 
■ an. The newspaper said the 
Juices said Gen. Powell passed 
.. formation several times to prin- 
pal participants and acted as a 
intact point for the White 
ouse. However, the newspaper 
“ ad congressional investigators 
•• idded not to have Gen. Powell 

■ stify in public. 

tftan quits Tehiya 

; EL AVIV (AP) — Rafael 
■itan, Israel’s chief of staff dur- 
ig the Lebanon invasion, quit 
ie right-wing Tehiya Party Mon- 

■ ay to become an independent 

- ariiament member. 
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Iranians hammer 
neutral shipping 

southern Gulf 

U.S. -owned/ managed tankers carrying Saudi 
oil among 4 vessels hit in 10 hours 



BAHRAIN (AP) — Iran’s armed speedboats 
attacked a U.S.-owned supertanker and 
three other neutral vessels in the southern 
Gulf on Monday, in expected retaliation for 
an Iraqi aerial blitz of Iranian oil shipping 
lanes, shipping officials said. 


The series of attacks, coming 
over a 10-hour period and three 
of them in daylight, were the 
most in a single day since last 
Sept. 2 when the seaborne Re- 
volutionary Guards struck five 
vessels. 

Shipping industry executives in 
the Gulf had forecast the attacks 
as reprisal for Iraq’s week-long 
wave of air raids on shuttle tank- 
ers along the Iranian coast. Two 
such raids late Sunday brought 
the total for the week to 15. of 
which four were confirmed by 
independent sources. 

Iran’s official Islamic News 
Agency (IRNA) quoted a war 
co mmuniq ue as saying anti-air- 
craft gunners shot down three 


Iraqi aircraft on Sunday, one over 
the “southern border region” and 
two others in Bakhtaran, about 
130 kilometres from the border in 
central Iran. 

A Baghdad communique said 
10 civilians were killed and 32 
others wounded in Iranian shell- 
ing of the southern Iraqi border 
city of Basra and communities 
near the central and nothera 
front. 

A third Filipino .seaman was 
reported to have died of wounds 
suffered when one of the Exocet 
missile-firing planes sank a char- 
tered salvage tug on Friday. 

Two died instantly and three 
others were injured when the jet, 
apparently going after a char- 


tered Greek supertanker crippled 
in two previous strikes, hit the 
740-ton tug Salvital instead. 

The 18th convoy of U.S.-flag- 
ged Kuwaiti tankers was in mid- 
Gulf on its way towards the Strait 
of Hormuz. The convoy, consist- 
ing of two oil products tankers, 
the 81,283-ton Surf City and the 
79,999-ton Chesapeake City, left 
Kuwait early Sunday under escort 
by the navy missile frigates Thach 
and Carr. 

Tehran and Baghdad ex- 
changed new threats amid grow- 
ing speculation that Iran is about 
to launch its first major ground 
offensive in the seven-year-old 
war since February. 

Iranian President Ali 
Khamenei was quoted by Tehran 
Radio as saying a “new move- 
ment” would occur soon, in 
which students would have to 
fight and a fifth of government 
employees would be called on to 
“breathe the smell of the war- 
fronts.” 

(Continued on page 3) 


Palestinians, 
Lebanese 
militiamen 
battle in 
S. Lebanon 

SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Heavy machinegun battles 
erupted on Monday between 
Lebanese militiamen and Palesti- 
nians defending ‘Ain Al Hilweh 
refugee camp near this southern 
town, police said. 

It was the second flare-up in 
two days pitting the nasserite 
Popular Liberation Army (PLA), 
which controls Sidon, against 
fighters of Abu Nidal's Fateh 
Revolutionary Council. 

The fighting, at the western 
entrance to 'Ain AJ Hilweh, 
wounded a policeman who was 
guarding a nearby police station, 
police said. 

Residents said machinegun fire 
echoed across Sidon. 42 
kilometres south of Beirut, forc- 
ing closure of the road from the 
port town to the refugee settle- 
ment, the biggest in Lebanon. 

Two Abu Nidal guerrillas were 
killed in rocket and machinegun 
exchanges on Sunday over the 
presence of armed Palestinians 
near a local vegetable market. 

The PLA. backed by Syria, 
bans Palestinian guerrillas from 
entering Sidon. 

Palestinian fighters have been 
fighting Amal militiamen over 
the past year for control of 
strategic hilltops overlooking 
*Am Al Hilweh and the nearby 
Mieh Mieh camp. 

The PLA has acted as a 
mediator between the two sides 
and deployed fighters in the area 
as a buffer force between them. 

In hills east of the city, Palesti- 
nians and Amal also fought all 
night with naachineguns and rock- 
et propelled grenades. An Amal 
militiaman was killed and three 
other combatants, one ■ Amal 
fighter and two Palestinians, were 

wounded. , , , 

The PLO’s renewed dashes 
with Amal militia strained a new- 
ly proclaimed agreement between 
the two sides aimed at ending 
nearly three years of war for 
control of refugee camps in 
Beirut and South Lebanon. 

The accord was concluded 
Nov. 5 id Algiers between Nayef 
Hawatmeh, leader of the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) and Amal^ 
chieftain Nabih Bern. 


Ramadan: Arab solidarity 
on right track after summit 


KUWAIT (Petra) — Iraqi First 
Deputy Prime Minister Taha 
Yassin Ramadan was on Monday 
quoted as saying that the extraor- 
dinary Arab summit held in Am- 
man last week had placed Arab 
solidarity “in an agreeable con- 
text and on the right track.” 

The Kuwaiti Arabic language 
daily Al Watan quoted Mr. 
Ramadan as saying in an inter- 
view that the Amman meeting, 
which was dedicated to unifying 
Arab ranks, was the first-ever 
Arab summit to adopt such 
“strong and candid” resolutions 
since they considered the Iranians 
as the aggressors in the seven- 
year-old Iran-Iraq war. 

Mr. Ramadan described the 
Arab leaders’ unanimous stand in 
support of Iraq and Kuwait as a 
“new phase” in joint Arab ac- 
tion. 

Mr. Ramadan expressed hope 
that constant and continuous 
Arab s ummi ts would be held to 
“strengthen the results of the 
Amman s ummi t” and to push 
forward Arab solidarity and joint 
action. 

In another interview carried in 
the Monday issue of Okaz, a 
Saudi Arabian daily newspaper. 
Secretory General of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Abdullah Bisharah termed the 
Amman summit as “the Arabs’ 
most important achievement dur- 


ing the 1980s.” 

Mr. Bisharah said the basic ele- 
ments for ensuring the summit's 
success stemmed from the fact 
that the Arab leaders agreed that 
the future relations of the Arab 
World should be based on “di- 
plomatic facte and on the ele- 
ments of politics.'’ 

Ihe result of the Amman sum- 
mit of “Arab accord and har- 
mony* was also discussed by Mr. 
Ghassan Tweini, special advisor 
to Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel, who was one of the 
members of his country's delega- 
tion to the summit. 

In a column he wrote for Leba- 
non's leading Arabic language 
newspaper Al Nabar," Mr. 
Tweini praised the skilfull di- 
plomacy and dedicated efforts 
pursued by His Majesty King 
Hussein during the summit. 

Also on Monday, the Society 
for Jordanian Economists sent a 
cable to King Hussein in which 
they hailed His Majesty's efforts 
to serve Arab causes and achieve 
Arab accord and solidarity. 

In its cable, tbe society praised 
the outcome of the Amman sum- 
mit saying its resolutions had “a 
major role to play in stopping the 
nation's regression and weakness 
and charting tbe start for a new 
phase in joint Arab political and 
economic action and solidarity.” 


Israel claims seizure of 
Fateh boat in Mediterranean 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel 
claimed on Monday that its navy 
had intercepted a boat belonging 
to the Fateh Palestinian organisa- 
tion in the Mediterranean on 
Saturday and ali on board were 
arrested and taken to Israel. 

The 250-tonne Nadija, a tug 
flying a Honduran flag, was inter- 
cepted while on its way from 
Cyprus to Yemen, military 
sources quoted by Reuter said. 

In Cyprus, sources at the 
southern port of Limassol said a 
tug called the Nadija left on 
Friday afternoon for an unknown 
destination. 

The sources said the boat had 
been in the harbour for more 
than a year and a number of 
Arabs had lived on board. They 
bad no other information. 

No-one was available for com- 
ment at the Palestine Liberation 
Or ganisa tion (PLO) office in 
Cyprus. 

An Israeli spokesman declined 


to say how many prisoners were 
captured and what their mission 
was in Yemen. There was no 
indication the boat was involved 
in an attempted operation against 
Israel. 

The Israeli defence minister, 
Yitzhak Rabin, said earlier this 
month he doubted any hostile 
group could carry out an opera- 
tion in waters patrolled by the 
Israeli navy, which says it has 
prevented any successful sea- 
borne raids for 10 years. 

In another development, 
Israeli police said Sunday a 
Palestinian suspected of plotting 
guerrilla attacks on Israeli targets 
in Greece and Israel was arrested 
by police when he arrived in Tel 
Aviv by plane from Italy. 

Police said Jihad Jawayad, 31,' 
left the town of Shefaram seven 
years ago, joined the PLO, and 
took part in guerrilla activities in 
several Mediterranean countries. 


S. Arabia, 
Bahrain 
resume 
diplomatic 

relations 
with Egypt 

RIYADH (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia on Monday became the 
seventh Arab League member 
state to restore diplomatic rela- 
tions with Egypt after last week’s 
Arab summit in Amman. 

B ahrain took a similar step 
earlier in the day. 

Saudi Information Minister Ali 
Sbaer said King Fahd ordered 
that “relations with sister Egypt 
be resumed as of today, in sup- 
port of Arab solidarity.” 

Mr. Shaer’s statement, distri- 
buted by the Saudi Press Agency 
and broadcast by the state-run 
radio and televirion, stressed that 
the move was motivated by the 
“unity of aspirations and views in 
the face of the machinations of 
evil and aggression menacing 
the very existence of the Arab 
World.” 

In Manama, a Foreign Minis- 
stry statement carried by the Gulf 
News Agency said the decision to 
re-establish ties with Egypt was in 
line with B ahrain ’s quest for pan- 
Arab solidarity. 

In taking the decision, tbe 
statement said, Bahrain was 
deeply convinced that tbe Arab 
World “now more than ever be- 
fore requires collective action in a 
spirit of brotherly cooperation to 
repulse the dangers that beset it 
and labour for its dimity.” 

The statement paid tribute to 
Egypt and its President Hosni 
Mubarak for the “nationalist 
stance in support of the Arab 
World’s security.” 

The moves by Saudi Arabia 
and Bahrain was in line with a 
decision passed by the Arab sum- 
mit in Amman to let each Arab 
country decide on its own the 
future of its ties with Egypt. 

The United Arab Emirates last 
week declared it was resuming 
full diplomatic ties with Egypt. 

Iraq, Morocco, Kuwait, and 
North Yemen also revived rela- 
tions with Egypt since last 
Wednesday. 



His Majesty King Hussein on Monday addresses 
officers of the Public Security, Civil Defence and 
General Departments at a meeting bdd at the Fara 


Centre of the King Hussein Medical Centre (Petra 
photo) 


King lauds security personnel 
for their role in success of summit 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein, the Supreme Com- 
mander of the Armed Forces, 
met at the Farah Centre at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre on 
Monday with officers from the 
Armed Forces and the Public 
Security, Civil Defence and 
General Intelligence departments 
who took part in preparations 
and arrangements for the extraor- 
dinary Arab summit held in Am- 
man last week. 

His Majesty thanked all those 
present at the meeting for the 
efforts they made to make the 
summit a success and to ensure 


the suitable atmosphere for its 
convening in Amman. 

“I am very pleased to be with 
you to extend all thanks and 
gratitude to you and through you 
to all the personnel of our Armed 
Forces, and the Public Security, 
Civil Defence and General In- 
telligence departments who ex- 
erted great efforts before and 
during the summit,” the King 
told the officers. 

The King also voiced his thanks 
to every Jordanian who contri- 
buted to ensuring the suitable 
atmosphere for the summit. 


Monday’s meeting was 
attended by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hass an. Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ibn 
Zaid, Armed Forces Comman- 
der-in -Chief Field Marshal Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker and Chief of 
Staff Lieutenant-General Fathi 
Abu Taleb. Also present at the 
meeting were the directors of the 
Public Security, Civil Defence 
and General Intelligence depart- 
ments and the Royal Medical 
Services, the assistant chiefs of 
staff, the Armed Forces inspector 
general and a number of high- 
ranking Armed Forces officers. 


CBJ says no Jordanian bank 
could have lost on Wall Street 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) has denied 
reports and rumours that Jorda- 
nian banks had incurred losses in 
the latest crash on Wall Street 
and other financial centres. 

Dr. Maher Shukri, deputy gov- 
ernor of the CBJ, told the Jordan 
Times on Sunday that “no losses 
could have had occurred because 
Jordanian banks are not allowed 
to hold any short-tenn or long- 
term investments in foreign mar- 
kets.” 

What is permissible for Jorda- 
nian banks to maintain in funds 
abroad. Dr. Shukri said, are only 
foreign currencies equivalent to 
15 per cent of the value of each 
letter of credit opened by a Jorda- 
nian importer in favour of a 
foreign supplier. 

He ruled out the possibility 
that other forms of placements . 



Dr. Maher Shukri 
might have taken place “because 
the CBJ continuously conducts 
thorough audit on the financial 
records of the commercial banks 
and financial companies.” 


Regarding possible losses by 
individual Jordanians who rode 
the wave of soaring prices of 
American, European and 
Japanese shares and stocks be- 
fore taking a plunge last month. 
Dr. Shukri said the CBJ had 
repeatedly warned the citizens 
not to tap “unsecured, volatile 
and unstable" foreign markets 
because of high risks. 

He added that according to 
Article 31 of the CBJ law, invest- 
ments outside the Kingdom are 
forbidden but the monetary au- 
thorities do not enforce the reg- 
ulation. As such, free movement 
of currencies do take place with- 
out controls “as everyone 
knows,” Dr. Shukri noted. He 
estimated tbe amount that Jorda- 
nian individuals hold in foreign 

(Continued on page 3) 


W. Bank university officials denounce Israel 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — West Bank uni- 
versity administrators demanded 
Monday that Israel reopen a 
Vatican-funded Arab school in 
occupied Bethlehem and reevalu- 
ate its use of sniper rifles to quell, 
student protests. 

“Repeated and extended uni- 
versity closures do nothing to 
redress the grievances of young 
Palestinians,” said Bethlehem 
University Deputy Dean Brother 
Anton de Roeper. "They exacer- 
bate tbe situation they pretend to 
cure. We want to go back to 
work." 

But Israeli military officials 
claimed the university was dosed 
for three months only after two 
prior warnings and several violent 
demonstrations, and said they 
doubted the order would be re- 


versed. 

Army offidals, acting with 
approval from the defence minis- 
ter, Yitzhak Rabin, ordered 
Bethlehem University dosed on 
Oct. 29, a day after Israeli sol- 
diers dashed with students there, 
killing one. 

The student, 22-year-old Ishak 
Abu Srur, was shot in the head by 
an Israeli marksman using a .22- 
calibre Baretta pistol introduced 
by tbe army as a more accurate 
weapon than the semi-automatic 
M-16 or Israeli-made Galil 
assault rifles carried by most 
troops. 

“We deplore the acts of killing 
and aggression against university 
students which culminated in the 
tragic loss of Ishak Abu Srur as 
we deplore the military order to 
close the university," student 


cqimcil president Ali Dakhlallah 
told a news conference called to 
protest at the inddent. 

■ Anton Sansour, executive vice 
president of the 1,600-student 
university, said Israeli students 
were allowed to express them- 
selves but Palestinians could not. 

“When there are demonstra- 
tions of religious and secular 
Jews, the army uses methods to 
put them down that don't cause 
injury and no demonstrators are 
killed," said Mr. Sansour. who is 
also president of the counril for 
higher education in the occupied 
territories. 

Mr. Dakhlallah said a student 
coundl member and a second- 
year student at the university had 
been arrested on "security” 
charges since the fatal shooting of 
22-year-old Abu Srur. 


Brother De Roeper, speaking 
at a news conference called by the 
coundl for higher education, said 
the rircumsiances of the shooting 
were in doubt. University offi- 
dals have accused soldiers of 
“opening fire in a sustained, 
rapid-fire fashion” and also have 
denied petrol bombs were 
thrown. 

Brother De Roeper also said 
the clash did not justify the do- 
sure of the university, where 
some 1,600 students attend clas- 
ses. He said the Vatican was and 
was considering taking action - 

"The army is exacting death is 
from our students as the cost of 
their expressions of frustration-,” 
Brother De Roeper said. “And 
usually the violence concerns 
only a few, but the retribution 
falls upon the many-” 


Mitterrand denies responsibility in Iran arms row 


PARIS (R) — President Francois 
Mitterrand denied on Monday 
any responsibility in an illicit sale 
of French munitions to Iran, 
saying he had clamped an arms 
embargo against die Islamic Re- 
public. 

“It was I who set up the arms 
embargo to Iran,” said Mr. Mit- 
terrand, breaking a two-week si- 
lence on a scandal dubbed 
France’s Irangate. 

“The position of France has 
been ttavestied," the 71-year-old 
socialist leader said in an inter- 
view with the RTL radio net- 
work. 

Mr. Mitterrand has been ac- 
cused of failing to stop a three- 
year traffic in artillery shells to 
Iran despite being alerted in 
1984. 

A secret report into the aims 


sales, leaked two weeks ago, said 
the Luchaire arms company sold 
about half a million artillery 
shells to Iran between 1983 and 
1986 under the previous Socialist 
government. 

To get round the embargo, it 
used export licences made out to 
.other countries with the know- 
ledge of Defence Ministry offi- 
cials, according to the report 
compiled by Aimed Forces In- 
spector-General Jean-Francois 
Barba. 

Mr. Mitterrand acknowledged 
that he was alerted to rumours of 
illicit sales to Iran in May 1984 by 
then-head of the DGSE external 
intelligence service, Admiral 
Pierre Lacoste. 

But he said it was not his job to 
sniff out fraud in the aims trade. 

“TTie constitution does not re- 


quire me to check export licences 
for war material," Mr. Mitter- 
rand said. 

Reports of the illicit sales were 
still not confirmed six months 
later, Mr. Mitterrand said, and 
the authorities who monitor arms 
sales were never told of any 
fraud. 

“If the monitoring authorities 
do not tell me anything, then I am 
allowed to think that there is no 
wrongdoing.” 

Mr. Mitterrand denied that the 
Socialist Party had received any 
money from commissions on the 
sales, as alleged by the Barba 
report. 

“I am ready to put my hand in 
the fire on that," said the presi- 
dent. 

The scandal is the latest in a 
series of murky affairs to emerge 


in the run-up to next year’s pres- 
idential elections. 

The president refused to say 
whether he would ran for a 
second, seven-year term, saying 
he had yet to deride. 

Former Foreign Minister 
Claude Cheysson said Friday that 
Mr. Mitterrand bad personally 
rejected efforts by Iran to buy 
French weaponry for use in the 
Gulf war against Iraq. 

“When it was suggested that 
we deliver a large quantity of 
arms to Iran, the president re- 
fused and issued a written pro- 
hibition order,” Mr. Cheysson 
said. 

“If any aims were delivered, 
then it must have been done with 
faked documents without the 
knowledge of the president or 
myself.” 






Home-Middle East news 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17. iw 



Burning Iranian platfbrm| 
sparks pollution fears 


BAHRAIN (R) — Ad Iranian oil platform ablaze by 
a U.S. attack last month might explode and send 
millions of barrels of oil flooding into the already 
polluted waters of the Gulf, oil sources in the region 
said on Monday. 


They said fire was still raging 
on the platform at Iran's Rostam 
Oilfield 120 miles east of Bahrain 
in the central Gulf, probably be- 
cause the Iranians were trying to 
bum off gushing oil. 

“If the fire goes out. the oil will 
flow into the sea and will consti- 
tute a substantial pollution 
hazard." one oil source said. 
“The Iranians are probably reig- 
niting it to prevent pollution.” 

The U.S. Defence Department 
said it demolished one platform 
at Rostam and partially destroyed 
another on Oct. 19 because they 
were being used as bases for 
Iranian gunboat raids on mer- 
chant ships. Iran denied the 
charge. 

Environmental experts say oil 
pollution in the Gulf, home to the 
rare endangered sea mammals 
known as dugong, is 47 times 
higher than average. 

Some oil sources said there was 
a risk that high temperatures at 
the burning platform could set off 
a major explosion and send re- 
serves from the whole field, esti- 
mated at 130 million barrels, 
gushing into the Gulf. 

“Hie danger is that when the 
temperature reaches a critical 


point, the whole pipe could melt, 
triggering an explosion at the 
well-head. The situation would 
then be very difficult to control,” 
one source said. 

The sources said it was difficult 
to assess the possibility of an 
explosion without knowing which 
pah of the field, which comprises 
several wells and many pipelines, 
was damaged. 

But they said the likelihood of 
such an accident was greater 
when oil was mixed with gas. as it 
is at Rostam. 

Accurate figures on pollution 
in the Gulf are hard to obtain 
since few co-ordinated studies 
have been made since the Iran- 
Iraq war begun more than seven 
years ago. 

Environmental experts say the 
waterway, conduit for one-sixth, 
of the non-Commumst world’s 
oil, is particularly vulnerable be- 
cause it is shallow and virtually 
landlocked. 

Discharges of oil from punc- 
tured tankers, industrial centres, 
offshore drilling sites and under- 
water pipelines this year have 
aggravated the problem. 

“The oil from Rostam could 
either drift north and east to 


Iran’s coast or south and west to 
the shores of Qatar, Bahrain, and 
the United Arab Emirates, de- 
pending on the direction of wind 
and currents," the oil sources 
said. 

The Rostam Oilfield produced 
an estimated 7,520 barrels per 
day (BPD) but has been out of 
operation since an Iraqi air raid in 
November 1986. 

The oil sources said the Iraqi 
raid also halted production at the 
Rakhsh Field 15 miles to the 
south because one gathering 
pipeline had taken the output of 
both to Iran's Lavan Island ter- 
minal. 

Shipping sources said Iraqi 
warplanes attacked Rakhsh on 
Aug. 29 but details on damage 
were not available. 

One oil source said it would be 
to Iran’s advantage to try to 
reactivate Rakhsh by building a 
diversion pipeline to the larger 
Sassan Field about 40 miles 
south. 

This would be Iran's quickest- 
and cheapest option and I expect 
it will be begun soon," he said. 
“Depending on the technology 
available, it could be finished in a 
few weeks." 

The sources estimated that Iran 
produced around two million 
BPD in October, just below its 
quota of 2.3 million BPD 
assigned by the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 


French 


explosives 
reportedly 
shipped 
to Iran via 


Sweden 


Former captain of Stark defends crew 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
former skipper of the USS Stark 
says his crew did not defend the 
frigate against an Iraqi air attack 
last May because four different 
radar and detection systems 
failed to indicate the ship was 
under attack. 


Capt. Glenn R. BrindeE, in his 
first extensive comment on the 
attack and the navy's resulting 
investigation, acknowledged “de- 
ficiencies in the watch on the 
night of May 17th.” 

“Their actions or inactions, 
however, contrary to what the 
investigation would have you be- 
lieve, are not primary causes for 
Stark’s failure to defend against 
the Exocet (missile) attack,” be 
said. “Unfortunately, the ship's 
radars and electronics did not 
function as advertised...” 


Capt. Brindel's assertion that 
the frigate's equipment was in- 
effective against Exocet missiles 


directly contradicts the official 
navy findings of a board of in- 
quiry, released in a censored ver- 
sion on Oct 15. 

It also raises new questions 
about the ability of similar fri- 
gates — at least six ships of the 
same type are currently deployed 
in the Gulf — to defend them- 
selves against such attacks. 

Thirty-seven sailors died in the 
attack, which has been characte- 
rised by both Iraq and the United 
States as an accident. 

Hie inquiry board recom- 
mended courts-martial for Capt. 
Brindel and his tactical action 
officer, but that recommendation 
was set aade after the two men 
accepted responsibility for the 
incident. Both were repri- 
manded. 

Capt- Brindel will retire soon 
at the tower rank of commander. 

The board of inquiry harshly 
criticised Capt. Brindel and some 
of his top officers for foiling to 


defend the Stark. Capt. Brindel, 
the report concluded, “foiled to 
provide combat-oriented lead- 
ership, allowing Stark’s anti-air 
warfare readiness to disintegrate 
to the point that his Combat 
Information Centre team was un- 
able to defend the ship.” 

His version of the events is 
contained in a lengthy letter to 
the editor, printed in Monday's 
edition of the weekly newspaper 
“Navy Times.” The Springfield, 
Virginia-based newspaper has no 
official connection with the navy. 

“In fairness to a brave and 
capable crew, I have decided to 
respond to your artide about the 
investigation,” Capt. Brindel 
wrote. 

“I recognise the desire to erase 
what some believe was an embar- 
rassment to the navy. This should 
not be the case. We must take the 
lessons learned, make needed im- 
provements and ensure a tragedy 
like this never happens again.” 


Sister to visit jailed American in Iran 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
aster of an Amencan engineer 
imprisoned in Iran since July 1986 
says she will leave Tuesday on a 
week-long trip to visit her brother 
in a Tehran jail. 

Ellen Pattis, 43, said she was 
granted a visa by the Iranian 
mission at the United Nations 


“for the express purpose of visit- 
ing" Joo Pattis, 50. 

“I am so happy. I'm delirious," 
Ms. Pattis said in a telephone 
interview. She said she and her 
travelling companion, Cathy 
Lewis, 33, will spend Tuesday in 
New York meeting people at the 
Iranian mission before flying to 


Frankfurt, West Germany, and 
on to Tehran. 

Pattis, employed by Cosmos 
Engineers, worked at the Asada- 
bad Telecommunications Ceotre 
320 kilometres south of Tehran at 
the time of his arrest, which came 
shortly after an Iraqi air raid on 
the facility. 


PARIS (AP) — A French state- 
controlled arms company shipped 
large quantities of explosives via 
Sweden to Iran from 1982 to 
1985, the newspaper Le Matin 
reported Monday. 

The newspaper published what 
it said were copies of documents 
proving that thousands of tons of 
explosive powder were sent via 
the Sweden-based firm Scandina- 
vian commodity to Iran from the 
National Powders and Explosives 
Co., which is owned 99.85 per 
rent by the French government. 

France is one of the chief sup- 
pliers of Iraq, which has been at 
war with Iran since 1980. Paris 
has had an arms embargo in place 
against Tehran, although there 
have been other reports of 
French arms shipments diverted 
to the Islamic Republic. 

Le Matin quoted Paul Dupuy, 
chief assistant to the president of 
National Powders and Explosives 
Co., as saying the company did 
not know its shipments were 
going to Iran. 

“Hie destination was South 
America, particularly Argenti- 
na,” Mr. Dupuy was quoted as 
saying. “It was only at the end of 
19*85 that we began to have 
doubts about the real destina- 


tion. 


Palestinian 


students storm 


UNRWA’s 


Beirut office 


BEIRUT (R) — Angry teenage 
Palestinian girls stormed the 
Beirut office of a United Nations 
agency on Monday to protest at 
its failure to open a school in a 
refugee camp. 


Some 40 school pupils burst 
into the U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) building in the city’s 
mainly Muslim western sector af- 
ter marching there from the 
sprawling Bourj A1 Barajneh set- 
tlement nearby, a security source 
said. 


UNRWA spokeswoman 
Raya Abdel Malak said they 
rushed the heavily-guarded gate 
and ran to the first and second 
floors where they smashed win- 
dows and ripped posters off walls. 

The protest ended after an 
hour when police dispersed the 
demonstrators. 


Malak said UNRWA, which 
cares for some 300,000 Palesti- 
nian refugees in Lebanon, plans 
to repair die only school in Bourj 
A! Barajneh but this would take 
time. 


Carter hopes Atlanta meeting to be 
prelude to Mideast peace conference 

. - l J *• vnant hac 


ATLANTA (AP) — Former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter was 
expected to open a meeting Mon- 
day of representatives of world 
powers and Middle East com- 
batants in what he hopes will be a 
major step toward a frill-scale 
peace conference. 

“The Middle East Consulta- 
tion: A Look at the Future" is not 
the peace conference he wants, 
but participants in the three-day 
meeting are “people who can 
speak accurately," Mr. Carter 
said. 

The meeting at the Carter Pres- 
idential Centre will include repre- 
sentatives of Jordan, Iraq, Syria, 
Egypt, Israel, the Soviet Union, 
China, France, Britain, the 
Palestinians, the United Nations 
and the LLS. State Department. 

The conference “will be for 
everyone to learn," Mr. Carter 
said in an interview with the 
Atlanta Journal and the Atlanta 
Constitution, in Sunday's edi- 
tions. 

“And we’ll issue a summary of 
the consultation's results that will 
be distributed to all the potential 
future presidents of the United 
States. I think this would be of 
benefit to them, whether or not 
they agree with all the facets of 
it,” he said. 

Mr. Carter said he hoped the 


sessions would^form groundwork 
for an international conference 
despite a cool reception to the 
idea from the White House. 

Mr. Carter said he would like 
to see an international conference 
where the most powerful repre- 
sentatives of the parties in Middle 
East conflicts would voice their 
opinions publicly, then privately 
negotiate their bitter problems 
concerning land rights and war. 

“You have a situation now 
where the five permanent mem- 
bers of the (U.N.) Security Coun- 
cil and Syria and Jordan and 
Egypt and a major portion of the 
leaders in Israel are all making 
the same effort,” Mr. Carter said 
last week. 

“This is unprecedented,” he 
said. “And my guess is that with 
proper leadership, primarily from 
Washington, that the other por- 
tion of the Israeli leadership and 
the Palestinian community would 
join the effort." 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Sh amir opposes such a confer- 
ence, arguing that Israel would be 
pressured to give up land and 
security zones among other prop- 
erties. 

But Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres of the left-leaning 
Labour Party, who rules with 
Shamir in a coalition govern- 


ment, has advocated an interna- 
tional peace conference. 

The proposed forum would in- 
clude the five permanent mem- 
bers of the Security Council — 
the United States, the Soviet Un- 
ion, France, Britain and China — 
as well as Israel. Jordan. Palesti- 
nian representatives and poss- 
ibly other Arab states. 

Mr. Carter, who presided over 
the Camp David accords and was 
mediator of the Egyptian-israeli 
treaty, says the attention that an 
international conference attracts 
would be beneficial. 

“The parties would have j 
forum in which they could pre 
sent their best case to an intensely 
interested worldwide audience, 
which they have never had be- 
fore," he said. 

Mr. Carter was expected to 
open the conference with a 
speech on Monday night. Tues- 
day morning’s session will focus 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Tuesday's afternoon session 
will deal with the Gulf situation. 

The conference will close 
Wednesday with an afternoon 
discussion on “future options — 
methods and substance,” fol- 
lowed by a public address by Mr 
Carter summing up the confer- 
ence. 


Kuwait: U.S. tanker escorts working well 


KUWAIT (R) — The head of the 
Kuwait Oil Tanker Company 
(KOTC) on Monday praised U.S. 
□aval escorts for its tankers in the 
Gulf and said Iranian Silkworm 
missile attacks on the emirate last 
month were just a “passing 
cloud." 

KOTC Chairman Abdul Fattah 
A1 Bader said the presence of 
some 30 U.S. warships in or near 
the waterway had helped deter 
Iranian attacks. 

He told Reuter in an 
interview that if anything hap- 
pened to the scheme, launched in 
July to protect Kuwait’s oil ex- 
ports, the consequences would be 
very serious. 

KOTC put half its 22 tankers 
under the Stars and Stripes to 
qualify for U.S. naval protection 
after Iran taigetted Kuwaiti ship- 
ping for attack in response to the 
northern Gulf emirate's support 
for Tehran’s war enemy Iraq. . 

“The escorts have been work- 1 
ing very well. We greatly appreci- 
ate what the U.S. is doing," Mr. 
Bader said. 

An irony of the scheme, 
however, is that American-own- 
ed ships under foreign registry do 
not qualify for protection. 

Iranian gunboats on Monday 
attacked two tankers within two 
hours using their usual armament 
of rockeT-propelled grenades. 

The first vessel, the 260,831- 
tonne Esso Freeport, is owned by 
the U.S. oil major Exxon but flies 
the Bahamian flag. The second 
was the 79, 986-tonne Greek-flag- 
ged Filikon L. Neither was 
seriously damaged. 

Critics say the U.S. escort plan, 
bitterly resented by Tehran, has 


exposed Kuwait to greater risk 
and point to Iranian Silkworm 
missife attacks on Kuwaiti oil 
facilities last month. 

One hit the reflagged tanker 
Sea Isle City in Kuwaiti waters 
and another knocked Kuwait's 
main oil export terminal out of 
action on Oct. 22. 

But Mr. Bader said things 
could have been worse. “The 
U.S. presence is a deterrent. It is 
making it very difficult for Iran to 
attack..." 

The 18th convoy of reflagged 
tankers left Kuwait od Sunday. 
Only the first convoy in July hit 
trouble when the supertanker 
Bridgeton struck a mine in the 
northern Gulf. 

Mr. Bader said the reflagged 
tankers carried more than 65 per 
cent of Kuwait's refined product 
exports and 100 per cent of its 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) on 
a cost-and-freight basis where de- 
livery is included in the price. 

Kuwait refines two-thirds of its 
crude oil production. Refined 
products, including petrol sold in 
its European stations, now form 
the bulk of its oil revenue. 

“It would be very serious to us 
if anything happened (to the 
escort scheme).” Mr. Bader said. 

The U.S. Congress has criticised 
the American naval deployment 
in the Gulf and sought to limit 
protection of Kuwaiti tankers, 
fearing it may lead to open war 
with Iran. 

Mr. Bader said the Defence 
Ministry bad taken steps to pro- 
tect tankers and oil facilities in 
Kuwaiti waters, where the U.S. 
navy does not operate. 

“The attacks on Kuwait were a 


passing cloud... I think our ports 
are safe now for sailing in and 
out,” he said. 

Asked if this meant Iran’s 
Chinese-made Silkworms, de- 
ployed on Iraq's occupied Fao 
peninsula 100 kilometres away, 
were no longer a threat, Mr. 
Bader said: “I think we have 
taken care of that.” 

Western diplomats say Kuwait 
has placed barges with radar re- 
flectors in the Gulf north of its oil 
ports to deflect missiles. It has 
also redeployed U.S. -made 
Hawk anti-aircraft missiles on 
nearby Failaka Island, they say. 

Mr. Bader called damage to 
the sea island terminal extensive 
but “not that serious." 

The terminal, 10 miles 
offshore, handled about one- 
third of Kuwait’s crude oil ex- 
ports before the attack. 

“Repairs are under way and it 
should not be long before it com- 
es back into service,” Mr. Bader 
said. He declined to predict 
when, and said much depended 
on weather conditions that had 
hampered work so far. 

The missile slammed into a 
comer of the central loading plat- 
form but damage mainly involved 
pipes, electrical cables and a 
small tank. Mr. Bader said. 

A mooring two miles from sea 
island would be operational with- 
in a few days to accommodate 
very large crude carriers 
(VLCCS) that have been unable 
to fully load since the attack, Mr. 
Bader said. 

He said there had been no 
reduction in Kuwait's crude oil 
exports of around 450,000 barrels 
per day (BPD). 


Junblatt 
accuses ' 


• A 


Falangists 
of bombings 

BEIRUT (AP) — Dnize warier 
Walid Junblatt has accuse 
Lebanon’s Falangists of engiS 
in? fhis week’s Knmk;^ 


ing this week’s vuumiags r 
Beirut airport and the America 
University Hospital in which 1 
people were killed and if 
wounded. 

Mr. Junblatt said the Lebaoes 
Forces, the Falangists’ main mil 
tia in Lebanon’s 12-year-old dv 
war, and the Lebanese ImeQ 
genre Service of the Lebanes 
army masterminded the tv 
bombings in Syrian-policed Mu 
lim west Beirut. 

There was no immedia te n 
spouse from the Lebanese Foret 
or the army command to tfj 
charge, which Mr. Junblatt mad 
to reporters at his ancestr 
palace in Moukhtara, 3 
kilometres south east of ft 
Lebanese capital. 


He spoke after a 45-minnt 
closed-door meeting followed b 
a working lunch with Brits 
Ambassador John Gray, who to! 
reporters afterwards that the 
discussed “events in Lebanot 
the Middle East and the Gull. 
Mr. Gray did not elaborate. f . 

Asked who he thought wi 
behind the new bombings j 
Beirut, Mr. Junblatt told repo 
ters: “We know the mastermm! 
of these bombings are th 
Lebanese Forces and the army 
intelligence. The day will coir .. 
when we will settle scores wii 
them.” 

He charged the Falangists we 
out to discredit Syria's law-e 
forcement effort in west Beir 
after the recent Arab sumir 
conference in Amman h; 
apparently renewed Syria 
peacekeeping mandate - 
Lebanon. 

“Our Syrian brothers shou 
watch out for more such attac . 
after the summit's renewal of tf 
mandate,” Mr. Junblatt said. 

The Syrians, Lebanon's ma 
power brokers, maintain 25,0 
troops in northern and easte. 
Lebanon under a 1976 inandi 
from the Arab League to end t 
Lebanese civil war. 

They also deployed 7,5) 
troops in west Beirut last Febi 
ary in a bid to curb the chao 
reign of feuding opposition nu 
tias. 


No group has claimed respon; ■ 
bility for any of the bombings th' :• 
climaxed tins week with the a.' 
port and the American Univera 
Hospital atrocities. v 

Police said seven people 
killed,, and 37 wounded when 4 - 
nail-packed bomb hidden in a b* ;■ 
of chocolates carried by a worn 
exploded at the crowded AU 
lobby on Saturday. 

The U.S. State Departme ’ 
condemned the hospital bom 
ing as' “particularly despical- ' 
and utterly heartless act of brir 
ing violence into a place 
healing." 
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TV & RADIO 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


21:05 Evening Show Could. 

22.-00 News Summary 

22:05 Evening Show Continued 

23:00 News Summary 

23:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Close Down 


PROGRAMME. ONE 

15J0 Koran 

15:50 Programme review 

16:60 Children's programmes 

16:50 Scientific programme for chil- 
dren 

18:10 Local series 

19:09 Message from Oman 

19:15 Local programme on education 
education 
19:50 Programme review and varieties 

20H» News in Arabic 

20J5 Arabic Series 

21 JO Programme on legal issues 

22HJ0 Varieties programme 

23:00 New* summary m Arabic 

23:10 Close down 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


a.m.-5.00 pjs. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. ?2Q. 1323 KHz 


* Art exhibition for Kamal and Nidal 
Tabbal at Housing Bank Complex (un- 
til Nov. 21). 


SERVICE CLUBS 


PROGRAMME TWO 

18:00 Hotel de police 

19tiW News in French 

19:15 French varieties 

19J0 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

20:00 News m Arabic 

26 JO Brushstrokes 

21:00 Master Work 

21:10 Remington Steele 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Dorothy Saycn Mysteries 


RADIO JORDAN 

SS5 KHz. AM «£ 99 MHz. FM 

■t partlv on 9360 KHz. SW 


Tel: 774111-19 


07:00 Light Music 

07:30 Newsdesk 

08:00 Morning Show 

10:00 News Summary 

10:10 Just a Minute 

11:00 Follow the Wind 

12:00 News Summary 

12:05 30*Minule Theatre 

13HW News Summary 

13.-05 Pop Session Contd. 

14:60 News Bulletin 

14:15 Instrumentals 

14:30 Easv Listening 

15:00 Concert Hour 

16:06 News Summary 

16:05 Instrumentals 

1636 Old Favourites 

17:06 Fop Talk 

17i30 Ptro Session 

18:00 News Summary 

18:05 Top Twenty 

18:30 • Music 

I«fc00 News Desk 

I9J9 Date with a Star 

afcOO Evening Show 

21:06 News Summary 


06*0 Newsdesk 06:30 Music in Old 
Old England 06:45 Ref lections 96*0 
Financial News07:00 World News 
07*9 24 Hours: News Summary 67 JO 
Nature Notebook 07:45 Recording of 
the Week 0&00 Newsdesk WJ I A 
Future for the Past 99M World News 
69KW 24 Hours: News Summary 09J0 
The Cow and the Toreador 0fc45 
Network U.K. 10:06 World News 
Ifc09 Reflections 10:15 Tech Talk 
10JQ From the Proms 11:60 World 
News 11:09 British Press Review 11:15 
Good Books II J6 Financial News; 
Sports Roundup 11:45 Musk for a 
While 12.-06 News Summary: Discov- 
ery 12 J5 A Letter from Scotland 12J0 
Citizens 13:06 World News News 
About Britain 13:15 Waveguide 1335 
Book Choice 13 JO Drama Serial 14:60 
Radio Newsreel 14:15 Hoax 14:45 
Sports Round-up 1540 World News 
15:09 24 Hours: News Summary I5J8 
Network U.K. 15:45 Recording of the 
Week 16KM News Summary; Outlook 

16:45 The Musical World 17:00 Radio 

Newsreel 17:09 Commentary 17:15 
Questions of Faith 17:45 Kings of 
Swing 18:00 World News 18:09 A 
Letter from Scotland 18:15 Citizens 
1 8 JO Performing Early Music 19:09 
Commentary 19:15 Drama Serial 19J0 
Open Door Policies 19:15 The History 
of Radio Comedy 19:40 Book Choice 
19:50 Sports Round-up 20:00 News- 
desk 20-JO Development 'S7 21:60 
News Summary; Outlook 


■fr An exhibition of Jordanian and 
French stamps at the Ministry of Com- 
munication's postal museum, near 8th 
Grek (until Nov. 20). 


FEATURE FILM 


6 Children's feature film entitled 
“Aooop the Elephant" ax 5:00 p.m. at 
the British Council. 


NEWS 


The Amman Uoos Ctab. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Lions rafiaddpUa Club. Meetings ev- 
ery secood and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7J0 p.m. 

FhSaddpUa Rotary dub. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1J0 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534, 
817534. 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information ' depart- 
ment at tire Queen Aha Iniemsoona] 
Airport Tel. (OS) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


The ABC News at 7:00 p.m. at the 
American Centre. 


CHURCHES 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 66102617 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

? panisfa Cultural Centre 624049 

ur Irish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 611793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Univ. or Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 


MW 1260 £ SW 7200. SSff. 117-10 . 
11925 and 15210 Hz 


06:06 News 06:10 Newsline 06 JO VOA 
Morning 07:00 News 07:10 Newsline 
07:30 VuA Moraine 08:00 News 08:10 
Newsline 08 JO VOa Morning 17:00 
News 17:10 Newsline 17 JO Music 
USA 18:00 News 18:10 Focus 18 JO 
Special English News & Features 19:00 
News 19:10 Newsline 19J0 Magazine 
Show 20:00 News 20:10 Focus 20J0 
Special English News & Features 21:09 
New? 21:10 Newsline America 2IJ0 
Music USA 22:00 News & Editorial 
22:15 Musk USA Jazz 23:00 News 
23:10 World Report 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum” Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open aD week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. ana 3:30 p.m. --6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old . Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening horn: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum Has 
an excellent collation of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal A1 Qal'a 
(Citadel Hill). Opening hours: 9.00 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, Tel. 624590. 

Church oT the Anmmdadou (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeb. Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaBe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeb, mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5:30 
P-m. Tel: 622366 

Church of the Auouaciatiou (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Cfaurefa of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. TeL 625383. 
chaplain’s residence, tel. 601359 

Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh, 
TeL 77(331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 

fieh, Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church ( Inter- 
denominational); meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani, Tel. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service; Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation, (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Interdenommational-ecumenical En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Tel. 
822605. Rev. VeK. ' 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) Tel. 815817, 
821264. _ 


06J0 

09:15 

09JO 

09:40 

09J5 

10:00 

16:45 

17:10 

17J5 

18:09 

I8.-05 

18:15 

19:40 

19:45 


Singapore, Kuala Lumpur ( 

Aqaba I 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Doha, Bahrain ( 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi | 

Cairo ( 

Lamaca 


New York. Vienna (RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

08 JO Beirut (ME) 

14:50 Moscow (SU) 

15ril0 Kuwait (KU) 

15:10 Bucharest (ROj 

15:45 Kuwait (LN) 

1&40 Riyadh (SV) 

17 JO Cairo (MS) 

18 JO Damascus (AZj 

20:15 Dubai (EK) 

PRAYER TIMES 

«:** Fajr 

06:06 (Sunrise) Duha 

1 1J1 Dhuhr 

14.12 AST 

IfidS Maghreb 

17:57 ‘Isha 


emergencies 


NIGHT DUTY 


Amman governorate 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

Civfl Defence Irtnd .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Quweismeh 770733 

Gvil Defence DeirADa 57306 

Ambolanct 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

Fust aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111,637777 

PObce headquarters 639141 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Hectnc Power Co. 636381/4. 624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport (08)5333Ott) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Paris, Brussels ( 

.... Copenhagen. Frankfurt ( 

Istanbul (RJ). 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Rome(RJ) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


13 JO Moscow (SU) 

13:40 Bucharest (RO) 

13:40 Kuwait (KU) 

14:45 Tripoli (LN) 

15:00 Riyadh (SV) 

16J5 Cairo (MS) 

17:45 RomelAZ) 

18:25 Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 Zurich, Lamaca (SRj 

00J0 London, Cairo (BA) 


Monday rates 

Local sell/buy rates in tils 

Belgian franc 94/ 96 

Dutch guilder 174.2/ 178.1 

French franc 58.1/ 59.3 

Italian lira 26.7/ 27.3 

Japanese yen (for 100) .... 245.3/ 250 

Swedish crown 54.7/ 55.8 

Swiss franc 238.4/ 243.8 

U.K. sterling pound 586.4/ 598.8 

U.S. doDar 336.8/ 341.9 

W. German mark 196.1 200.6 


HOSPITALS 


WEATHER 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


07:00 

10:45 

10:45 

11J0 

11:45 

liOO 

12J0 

1145 

13:00 

19J5 

19:40 

28:15 

20:45 

21:15 

22.-00 


Aqaba (RJ 

Rome (RJ. 

Tripoli (RJ) 

Vienna. New York (RJ) 

Belgrade. Madrid [RJ 

Geneva. London (RJ 

Cairo (RJ 

Istanbul (RJ 

• Lamaca (RJ 

Kuwait (RJ 

DhahraniRJ 

Cairo (RJ, 

Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ’; 

Damascus (RJ 

Bangkok (RJ 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be relatively wans in the 
morning, with southeasterly moderate 
to fresh winds causing dusty condi- 
tions. In the afternoon medium and 
high clouds win appear, with chance of 
scattered showers. In Aqaba, it will be 
dusty. Winds will be southerlv moder- 
ate and rough sea. 

Min ./max. temp. 

Amman... 9/24 

Aqaba 20/30 

Deserts S/25 

Jordan Valley 14 f 32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man22, A^db^jj- Hanud ity readings: 

cept. 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity. J. Amn 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 6C362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine . Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasfier Hospital (67Z27I9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

A]-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Basfair. J. Ashrafieh 7751 11/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Najjar 775050 

Dr. Mahmoud Jaber 896691 , 

Dr. Wa’el Khartabfl 615035 . 

Dr. Anwar Akrabawi 642696 

Firas pharmacy 661912.' 

Ferdows pharmacy 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 ■ 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

TAXIS: ' 

Kayyali taxi 636730' 

Taxma taxi 644660 : 

Tamer taxi 666467 ■ . 

Ragbdan taxi 842400 

Raqab taxi 736428 ' 

Sayel tan 776131 

Dr. Mahmoud Khaleel 276897 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa'ad 989550 

Jerusalem pharmacy (■“{ ' 

Ekhlas pharmacy HI 


GENERAL 


Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 774111/®. 

Ministry of Tourism wBji, 

Hotel complaints 6w4i£ 

Price complaints 

Telephone Information — 

-Jordan and Middle East calls J” 

Overseas calls 

Repair service u 


market prices 



. Uppryjower price in Bis per kg. 

Apple f different kinds) 300 / 2$) 

Apple (French) 400 / 350 

oattana 350/300 

Banana fMnkammar) 300 / 240 

Cucumbere 250 / 200 

SS m' fE 340/300 

^gmt (small) 150/ 100 

Grapes(biackj 400/300 

| Grapefruit 130/90 


Guava 250/1® 

Lemon 100/70 

Mallow 130/ lW 

Marrow 100/ 3' 

OKvetewnj 650/550 

Obveiwadr) 550 /<£, 

Onion (dry) 150/1® 

Oranges (Abu surra) 280/2®/ 

Oranges (Shammoati) 180/1^ 

Pepper (hot) 100/70; 

Pepper (sweet) 100/ jj« 

Raddish 100/ 70 

Spinach 100/ # 

Tomatoes 100/ W 
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Queen attend waterskiing C AEU confident of overcoming financial troubles 


Fai a J^^sf marking King’s birthday 

Ai' 1 SqaBA (J.T.) - Their Majes- f 

Uf hr,, .s King Hussein and Queen | 

u Umpor on Monday attended a f -- 

, Uierskiing competition orga- JMT 


By a Jordan Times Stair Reporter 


specialised age ncies and organisa- well-complemented political and global economic relations, fluc- 


r\f L C^uAoA ij-jl-i — men Majes- 
U| Ha s King Hussein and Queen 
^Umpor on Monday attended a 


'V-sed by the Aquamarina Hotel 
-.c: - .v'^ij^'ub in cooperation with the 
- r ii:^.>jurism Authority and the Royal 
I'.-.- 'C C( - idaflian. 

' - ■ V/'y-r Accompanied by several mem- 
' • ri vers of the royal family, the King 
a >v " ,d Queen watched a perform- 
v.':- we by competitors from the 
- . V • . .s. Cypress Gardens team. The 

h American water-skiers carried 
' y *•••' :^’.' : Vrdanian Dags and posters as a 
T~C. C nodvill gesture to the King on 
' ; " c ir- H ’ e occasion of his 52nd birthday. 
‘ -Following the skiing compe'ti- 

■■ c jV5»ri, there was a parade of glass- 
• - ipyats decorated with portraits of 
' e King and Jordanian flags. 

•. - .. ’ A national folk troupe danced 
side one of the boats in a 
T '. ribimance for the King and 
■ 'neen. 

. . ; : ■ Later. Their Majesties watched 

"r---.' -'.water ballet performance by the 

group. 

' The waterskiing events began 
" : i Saturday, the King’s 52nd 

' -if.rthday, with an offshore race 
" : Covering a distance of 40 

- k:-;' lonietres. 

* " ;OJ Americans took the first and 

--- coud places, followed by two 

: 3.; rdaoians, who took third and 
C'/urth places. 

- . Among those attending the 

- onday competition were "Chief 
M-" ■ f' lamberlain Prince Ra’d rbn 
."■ . ' ud and Aqaba Region Author- 

. * ;i Director Bassam Qaqish and 
. . " ; al officials, in addition to in- 

- c; : ed spectators. 




AMMAN — Representatives of the Arab countries 
which are permanent members of the Amman-based 
Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) opened 
their discussions here Monday amidst high hopes 
that the political solidarity achieved by 21 Arab 
leaders at the extraordinary Arab summit would 
reflect positively on joint Arab economic action. 


ins. economic efforts to upgrade the tuaiions in international ex- 

In order to ensure the imple- situation persisting in the area,” change rates and trade protec- 
entarion of this resolution, the Dr. Sa’id said, according to the tionism were also discussed by 


sources said the Arab leaders Jordan News Agency, Petra. 


agreed not to link their decision In addition to attempting to These international develop- 
to contribute their respective devise a recommendation on the meins, he said, "constitute real 
shares to these orgartisations with CAEU’s financial situation to be threats to chances for develop* 
the work of an eight-member forwarded to the Dec. 6 meeting mem in Third World countries 
committee entrusted with eva- for adoption, the current gather- an d to prospects for achieving 
luating the performance of all of ing will also discuss a follow-up prosperity from international 
these agencies. report on the council’s 47th meet- trade." 


Mr. Obeidi. 

These international develop- 


The meeting is also expected to led on 'Dec. 6. when the 48th T* 16 sources were referring to 
hammer out a resolution to save meeting of the CAEU Ministerial thc committee grouping eight 
the financially-troubled CAEU, Council opens in Amman. The Arat> ministers, which was 
which has been unable to cover meeting will be attended by the formed on Feb. 2, 1986 to evalu- 
its current expenditures and to Arab ministers concerned. ale performance of these 
pay its staffs salaries for the past The situation at the CAEU is agencies and to draw up a final 
three months. 


uiese agencies. report on the council s 47th meet- 

The sources were referring to ing. prepared by Mr. Obeidi. as 
the committee grouping eight well as its present and future 


plans. 

In his keynote address to the 


"Due to prevailing trends en- 
couraging the internationalisation 
of trade,' no country' can survive 

on its own no matter how hard it 


In an interview with the Jordan other Arab League organisations uigaiusauuii w umci io avoid 
Times on Monday, CAEU and specialised Arab agencies duplication of work. 
Secretary-General Mahdi Obeidi working in the fields of agrictil- sources also said that Arab 

did not disclose figures on the ture, tourism, standardisation leaders agreed to settle their 
council’s current deficit. and administrative develop- countries' shares in these orga- 

However, he sounded confi- meats. This grave situation sur- nisations during the first quarter 


very similar to the condition of framework for their structural 


ate the performance of these opening session. Mr. Obeidi ex- tries t0 au;i >’ from these 
agencies and to draw up a final pressed hope for increased pan- trends. Hence, it is of paramount 

importance that underdeveloped 


Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor and Chief Chamber- 
Iain Prince Ra’d Ibn Zaid watch a Monday waterskiing competition 
in Aqaba. The event marked the occasion of King Hussein’s 52nd 
birthday (Petra photo). 


framework for their structural Arab efforts to consolidate the importance that underdeveloped 
organisation in order to avoid .Arab march towards economic countries form economic blocs,” 
duplication of work. integration, in lieht of ihe sue- the CAEU secretary-general 

The sources also said that Arab cessful endins of the Amman said. 


The sources also said that Arab cessful ending of the Amman 
leaders agreed to settle their summit dedicated to uniting the 


dent that the present situation faced during the past year when of each year- 


nisations during the first quarter 


Arab World. 


He called on .Arab countries 
“to work towards completing a 


Mr. Obeidi called on the Arab Arab economic bloc" and to con- 
countries to adhere to resolutions solidate the group's position in 


II r _ J - , f - • *r ■ - , j HI'* juuauun IdLCU U LI 1 1 UK LUC II VC ill WDCI1 wvuuuika iu uukivii. tv uauiuuuiu ... 

cable of good wishes from the nons of the King , s birthday. would ^ conned due to the rifts and the Jack of Arab coor- In ^ meantime, the four-day adopted bv ordinary and extraor- order to play more effective role 

new nresul^nf nf Timing Vm» At Hr Him7ph tain that th,» mi,i. ... ... ... kvw * _ .. r . • - * •' .1 • 


AhT^f'fhS 1 resolutions adopted by dinadon reached their peaks; ii dheey Arib sumneu on suppon- in- 


Abidine Ibn Ali, and another guration of the hospital in Tafileh 
from Sultan Qaboos Ibn Sai’d of coincided with two very special 


Oman. The two heads of state occasions: His Majesty’s birthday 
wished the King continued happi- and the successful conclusion of 


the extraordinary summit aimed ended when the majority of Arab ^ rom ^ permanent CAEU 
at lifting all specialised Arab countries, for various reasons, mem ber countries opened with 
agencies and organisations affili- stopped honouring their financial optimism that Arab officials 


ing Arab organisations through temationa! developments. 


honouring their financial commit- The recent threats endangering 


ness and the Jordanian people the extraordinary Arab summit in 
further progress and prosperity. Amman. 


ated with Arab League ministe- commitments to these organisa- wou,d work towards salvaging carry out their duties. 


ments to allow these agencies to the Arab security and the Arab 


Celebrations continue 
throughout Kingdom 

The wife of the Armed Forces 
Commander-in-Chief Field Mar- 
shal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker on 


During his visit to Tafileh, the 
minister" also met with Tafileh 
Governor Aref Ersheid, who 
briefed him on the goveraorate’s 
needs. 

Dr. Hamzeh also opened new 


Order, including the continuation 


Underscoring the council's of the Israeli occupation of Arab 


red to various projects, including sion against Iraq, as well as the 
programmes for Arab agricultu- civil strife in Lebanon, were cited 


Monday opened the hall of the drug stores in Tafileh and toured 
Mu’ab 'Charitable Sociely in Zar- a number of health centres 


rial councils from their critical tions. Arab economic unity and coop^ Underscoring the council's of the Israeli occupation of Arab 

financial situations. The situation of these Arab erat ion from its present state of achievements, Xlr. Obeidi refer- territories and the Iranian aggres- 

“I am extremely optimistic ab- organisations and institutions sla gnation. red to various projects, including sion against Iraq, as well as the 

out bailing out the CAEU from was, according to well-informed CAEU meeting began programmes for Arab agricultu" civil strife in Lebanon, were cited 

its present situation, in view of sources, brought up at the sum- with calls for financial and tech- ral migration, regional develop- by Mr. Obeidi as conflicts which 

the decisions adopted by the Am- mit by Arab League Secretary- n ’ ca ^ support to enable the ment, Arab trade exchange, and hamper economic prosperity in 

man summit on rescuing the General Chadli Kubi and discus- 9^^ t0 shoulder its responsibi- for a system of gathering statistic- Die region, 

financially-troubled organisa- sed by the Arab leaders who ^ties. These appeals came from al indicators on pan-Arab' social The meetings are attended by 
tions. There is a trend now that attended the meetim* Mfr. Obeidi and the chairman of development. delegations from the United Arab 


ral integration, regional develop- by Mr. Obeidi as conflicts which 


ment, Arab trade exchange, and hamper economic prosperity in 


for a system of gathering statistic- Die region. 


qa govemorate, as part of Zar- throughout the govemorate. 
qa's celebrations marking the The new hospital, built on 50 
King’s birthday. dunums, has 100 beds, with the 

During the opening ceremony, capacity to increase to 200. 
poems were recited," hailing the 

reconciliation among Princess Basma 

Arab ranks. , 

Director of the Department of clttOUClS 
Libraries, Documentation and. 

National Archives Dr. Ahmad 07-0/77 1 off 
Shark as opened an exhibition of £3^ Cl LI Cl LI KJl 1 
handicrafts and books on the 
occasion, as well. 

Also on Monday, Karak Gov- 
ernor Salem Al Qudah opened 


'tables continue to poor in 


■ ^ Meanwhile, King Hussein re- 

ived more cables of good 
. ■ sbes on his 52nd birthday. 
A'-cable from the Soviet Praesi- 
un, expressing the Soviet peo- 
. . ."Vs congratulations was sent to 
■; King and the Jordanian peo- 
. . : on this occasion. The message 
. . ; _ o expressed hope that Soviet- 
; rdanian relations will be furth- 
-"r strengthened in the fijture to 
-ve the national interests of 
' - -th countries and contribute to 
-* cause of establishing a just 
~'d lasting peace in the Middle, 


tions. There is a trend now that attended the meeting. Mr. Obeidi and the chairman of 

Arab countries will honour their The Amman summit, accord- the Palestinian delegation to the 
financial commitments to these ing to these sources, took several me eting, Mr. Zuhdi Sa’id. 

Arab agencies and councils,” Mr. resolutions to address this prob- “® ur Arab World is in need of 
Obeidi said. lem; one of which was to demand 


al indicators on pan- Arab social 
development. 


The meetings are attended by 
delegations from the United Arab 


Developments on the interna- Emirates. Syria. Sudan, Pales- 
tionai economic scene and their tioe. Iraq, Libya, and South Ye- 


Our Arab World is in need of affects on the Arab economy, men. in addition to Jordan. 


The CAEU secretary-general that Arab countries embark im- 
said the council's financial situa- mediately on settling, their shares 


tioa, in particular, would be tack- in the 1987 budgets of all these 


graduation 


ceremony 


Chinese envoy praises 
King’s role in summit 


Haj Hassan reaffirms government’s 
concern for expatriates’ interests 


Labour and Social Development 
Khaled Haj Hassan on Monday 
*• vrjtw MW******* reaffirmed the government’s con- 

AMMAN (Petra) - China’s thened to serve the people of “™5 r „!^ eilltereslsof Jordanian 
ambassador to Jordan, Zhang both countries. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of in Qatar and the United Arab 
Labour and Social Development Emirates have bought shares in 
Khaled Haj Hassan on Monday the projected company which, 
reaffirmed the government's con- they said, is expected to material- 


the Karak Secondary Vocational 
School and other schools in vil- 
lages throughout the goverao- 
rare. 

Mr. Qudah stressed that the 
opening of these schools came 
upon the directives of His Majes- 


nor™™ JORDAN, VAL- a e „™Mond a j^bmrtS 

k^D^ etra H er Royal High- jjj s M a j e sty King Hussein’s f 

ness Princess Basma on Mnnrfav .J i „■ about Jordan 


expatriates. 


tes Hussein received a cable 

- -m Algerian -President Chadli S ° educational 

- njeditf; -wishing him happiness :/ 

•. for^the Jordanian people. Health facilities opened 
* . :.-ther progress and prosperity. 

Another cable from the Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 


iwaiti Prime Minister, Crown 
once Saad Al Abdullah Al' 
' 'yah, expressed his good wishes 
. the King on his birthday. 
:;.ffis Majesty also received a 


Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
on Monday laid the foundation 
stone for the new hospital in 
Tafileh and opened a mother and 
child care centre in Al Hassa, as 
part of the Kingdom's celebra- 


-anians hammer shipping 

’ (Continued from page 1) ported it was beinj 


. .-'-Baghdad’s AJ Thawra daily, 
- '.an of the ruling Baath SodaJ- 
. . - Party, said “no-one will sur- 
.-. e Iraq’s firepower" if Iran 
. nched “another ill-fated offen- 
Iraqi forces have been on 
-..viximnm alert since last 
• ursday. 

n Monday’s retaliatory 
■^^cks, two Iranian speedboats 
r^TJick a U.S.-owned supertanker 

* U V h Die first time in the Sl^-year- 
HLL “tanker war" in the Gulf, 

* " pping executives said. 

Mi'- 1 "rhe Esso Freeport, a 250,000- 
1 tanker owned by the U.S. 

. Joleum Company Exxon and 
- ‘ ng the Bahamian flag, came 

. • >' ler attack as it entered the 
*. - ■ of Hormuz with a load of 
•- . «li Arabian crude oil, bound 
- f;. the United States. 

..-C- iegional officials of the U.S. 
--- giant, asking not to be identi- 
i, said the ship was hit by four 
- ket-propelled grenades which 

sed “superficial’' damage and 
casualties. 

[he ship later headed for the 
ited Arab Emirates port of 
iairah to assess damage, one 
o-wtsaid. 

ladio monitors reported hear- 
t . the ship’s master calling 
merican warship, American 
.... rship,” as the speedboats bore 
in him, and a few seconds later 
ing, "we’re being shot, we’re 
, ;S :> ng shot at." 

!,: ' Ine monitors said they heard 
response from any warship. 
[ it was not known if any 
. lerican vessels were in the 
• nediate area. 

J-S. warships escort only 
. ieri can-flagged vessels in the 
If, but may also lend “huma- 
• - - irian assistance” to other ships 


ported it was being attacked, 
about 15 minutes after the FDikon 
L and in the same area. The ship 
'described the damage - as minor 
and said it was proceeding, the 
executives said. 

The Piraeus company also 
owns the supertanker For- 
tuneship L, the apparent target of 
Friday's Iraqi raid that hit the 
tugboat Salvital, killing the Filipi- 
no crewmen. 

A Soviet warship, escorting a 
Soviet tanker in the area, 
changed course to go to tile aid of 
the Filikon L, which suffered a 
severe fire, according to shipping 
executives who spoke on condi- 
tion they not be named. 

They "did not identify the 
warship, one of about six that 


ness Princess Basma on Monday 
attended a graduation ceremony 
for 40 young women who com- 
pleted their training at the Wadi 
Al Yabes Charitable Society. The 
event was held at the Wadi Al 
Yabes secondary girls school. 

The Princess, who is chairperson 
of the Queen Alia Social and 
Welfare Fund (QAF), made a 
speech on the occasion, saying 
that the QAF has worked out a 
plan for promoting social work in 
the Jordan Valley region and for 
improving its activities in coop- 
eration with the Jordan Valley 
Authority. 

The society^ president out- 
lined the various activities in 
Wadi Al Yabes, which include 
vocational training courses and 
childcare assistance for mothers. 

Princess Basma distributed di- 
plomas to the graduates, who 
completed courses in typing, 
dressmaking and hairdressing. 


Speaking at separate meetings 
For his part, Mr. Fayez spoke with Jordan's ambassadors to 


efforts towards ensuring foe sue- ^ 

cess of the Amman summit and m ■ ,jL wjjji. c *1, 

bringing about agreement among 

Arab states. t : » r_ ; . . 


Qatar, Khaled Al Kayed, and to 
the United Arab Emirates, 


peace in the Middle East through Zuhair Sakkijha, the minister 
the proposed international con- said that the government was 


The ambassador, speaking at a 


ference under United Nations au- 
spices, in which all parties are 


meetingwithSpeakeroftheLow- ^mS'emed F 

er House of Parliament Akef Al re P resented - 

Fayez, praised the existing rela- He said the international edi- 


tions between Jordan and China ference was needed in order to 
and expressed hope that bilateral implement U.N. Security Council 


ana expressed nope tnat ouaterai implement U.N. Security Council 
relations will be further streng- Resolutions 242 and 338. - 

Jordan, Egypt review 
cooperation in transport 

CAIRO (Petra) — The Joint Mr. Dakhqan, in a Monday 


addressing the interests of ex- 
patriates according to directives 
from His Majesty King Hussein. 

During the meetings, they dis- 
cussed steps being taken to estab- 
lish a Jordanian holding company 
-r a move which was endorsed by 
the Third Jordanian Expatriates 
Congress, held in Amman last 
July. 


The company will be set up by 
le expatriates to raise funds to 


Jordanian -Egyptian Transport arrival statement at Cairo Air- 

poit, said that the comntittee's 
.. oda X_? der chair- meetings were in implementation 


the expatriates to raise funds to 
be channelled into development 
projects in Jordan. 

The two ambassadors told the 
minister that expatriates working 


ise early next month. 

Nearly 650 expatriates — 
Jordanian citizens working and 
living in 20 Arab and foreign 
countries — took part in the 
four-day congress. The partici- 
pants discussed working papers 
on matters of concern" to the 
expatriates, such as dual national- 
ity, the holding company, em- 
ployment possibilities in Jordan 
and abroad and the 1986-1990 
five-year national development 
plan. 

The holding company was in- 
itially approved by the Second 
Jordanian Expatriates Confer- 
ence held here in I9S6. 

Last September, the Kuwaiti 
daily Al Siyassah said that Jorda- 
nian expatriates' money transfers 
to their homeland have been in- 
creasing progressively over the 
past five years. It said that the 


expatriates transferred a total of 
JD 413 million in 1986. up from 
JD 381 million in 1982. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai in. 
July urged the expatriates meet- 
ing in Amman to convert their 
foreign currency funds into. 
Jordanian currency and increase 
their contribution" towards the 
prosperity of the country through 
investments in development pro- 
jects. 


Mr. Rifai said Jordan’s eco- 
nomy was strong, thanks to sound 
planning and proper execution of 
programmes carried out by coop- 
eration between the private and 
public sectors in Jordan, and with 
additional support from Arab 
countries and Arab and foreign 
funds. 


Mr. Rifai announced then that 
the government planned to 
appoint commercial attaches at 
Jordan’s embassies abroad 10 
ad\ise expatriates on areas of 
investment in their homeland. 


manship of Minister of Transport 


Ahmad Dakhqan and his Egyp- ° f resolutions made by the Joint 
tian counterpart, Suleiman Met- Jo/daman-Egyptian Higher Com- 


mittee. 


CB J says no Jordanian bank lost on Wall Street 

(Continued from page 1) Moreover, money supply during to reopen branches in the West. 

the first 10 months of this year Bank, Dr. Shukri said all banks in 


Statistics 
training 
course begins 


RSS symposiums discuss 
papers on building, research 


(Continued from page 1) Moreover, money supply during 
assets . (cash, shares, stocks, the first 10 months of this year 
bonds and real estate) at about- grew by 11_ per cent whereas it 


JD 1 billion (S3 .4 billion). He 
gave no figures on possible losses. 

Replying to a question about 
the effect of a lower dollar on the 
value of the Jordanian dinar. Dr. 
Shukri pointed out that other 
currencies, like the deutsche- 
mark, the yen and the Swiss 


grew by 11 per cent whereas it Jordan which operated branches 
grew by 9.5 per cent during last in the West Bank prior to 1967 


year, Dr. Shukri said. 

He noted that money in cir- 
culation at the end of 1986 stood 


can reopen their branches there. 

At the end of the interview, the 
Jordan Tunes requested a clar- 


at JD 583 million while at the end ification from the deputy gov- 
of September this year the figure emor of the CBJ on the subject of 


amounted to JD 657 million. 
On top of these measures. Dr. 


real estate which banks are put- 
ting for auction almost daily in 


franc, had appreciated in value 
Moscow maintains in the Gulf I and, as a result, the combination 


and nearby waters. 

The sources said an Iranian 
warship operating in the area had 
earlier queried the Soviet tanker 
as to its cargo and destination, 
but broke oif the transmission 
after being told the ship was 
under escort. 

The Filikon L was headed for 


Singapore, also carrying Saudi oil 
from the Gulf port of Ras Tamir- 


y juesting it. However, U.S. offi- 
-;ls sav this does not include 


say this does not include 

5 y j { t- gening to stop attacks. second one a near-missT It did not 
fti^xJther victims of Monday’s indicate if there were casualties 
— ^ — leks included the 36,512-ton or provide other details. interest rates. 

lerian-flag tanker Lucy, man- Thauaised to four the number Dr. Shukri described the cur- 
ld by Maritime Overseas 0 f fr 3 qj attacks in the past week rent monetary policy of the CBJ 

rp„ of New York, and the t - na t have been confirmed by as “flexible and liberal.” He said 

G3-ton, Greek-flag Filikon L, other, independent sources. that in order to provide mo r e 
ned by the Piraeus-based Baghdad reports only that its liquidity to the market, the CBJ 
• ■ ras Hellenic Shipping Enter- aircraft strike at “large naval 

: ses. Targets,” meaning tankers car- 

- " Shipping executives said a Iranian oil, but does not 

‘rib, unidentified ship also re- j^entifv them further. 


ah. shipping sources said, when it 
was attacked off the emirate of 
Ras Al Khaimah at 1:30 p.m. 
(1030 GMT), about two hours 
after the Esso Freeport. 

Lloyds shipping intelligence 
unit in London said the Lucy had 
been hit earlier, about 3 a.m. 
{2300 GMT Sunday) by three 
"fast patrol boats" just inside the 
Gulf, and later anchored off 
Dubai. The ship, under charter to 
a Japanese company, suffered 
damage to its starboard engine 
room. 

In yet another report, Lloyds 
said the 584-ton Iranian tug 
Yousef was hit by an Iraqi aircraft 
missile on Thursday night, with a 


and, as a result, the combination 
(or weight) of these currencies in 
the “basket of currencies" which 
the CBJ holds remains un- 
changed and, therefore, the 
Jordanian dinar “is neither under 
downward nor upward pressure." 

“On the contrary," Dr. Shukri 
said, "a lower dollar would be- 
nefit us and we might even gain if 
the dollar continues to drop since 
75 per cent of our loans are 
denominated in dollars." Howev- 
er. he conceded that the decline 
would affect the value of aid 
which Jordan also receives in 
dollars. 

Commenting on interest rates 
which fell recently in the U.S. 
and other European countries, 
Dr. Shukri said there was room 
for interest rates to fall in Jordan 
but the CBJ was leaving the move 
to the commercial banks to de- 
cide on that. 

“The CBJ has fixed the upper 
limit and the banks, based on 
market forces, are free to offer 
lower rates," Dr. Shukri pointed 
out. He added that if the banks 
did not take the lead while the 
circumstances warranted, the 
CBJ might oblige the banks to cut 
interest rates. 

Dr. Shukri described the cur- 


Shukri said, the CBJ has also settlement of delinquent borrow- 
expanded its role by rediscount- ers. Dr. Shukri said this issue had 


ing many loans given by the been agreed upon with commer- 
commerriaJ banks to encourage rial banks so that no such auction 


liquidity to the market, the CBJ 
lowered the obligatory reserve — 
which the banks are required to 
maintain at the CBJ — from 12 
per cent to seven per cent. 


exports. 

“If all these factors to provide 
liquidity in the market are not 
enough then the only logical ex- 
planation is that people are keep- 
ing money under their pillows," 
Dr. Shukri asserted. 

Asked about the financial 
aspects of the economy in the 
West Bank, Dr. Shukri said he 
could not give figures for the 
money in circulation there but he 
noted that the Cairo Amman 
Bank, by reopening closed bran- 
ches in the West Bank, would 
eventually help the Arab eco- 
nomy in the occupied territories. 

"People would be encouraged 
to put their savings in the bank 
which will recycle it in loans to 
development projects there,” Dr. 
Shukri said. 

He added that Arabs in the 
West Bank hoarded dinars as a 
safe haven for their savings in the 
past and that had a negative 
influence on the economy as a 
whole. Now, they can draw 
checks in Jordanian dinars and 
abandon the use of the Israeli 
shekel in their daily transactions. 

Dr. Shukri said the Israeli au- 
thorities consider the dinar as a 
hard currency which they add to 
the Israeli foreign exchange re- 
serves before they obtain dollars 
against it from Swiss or other 
financial centres in the world. 

Asked about the reason behind 
choosing the Cairo Amman Bank 


should be called unless the case of 
the borrower is considered hope- 
less. 

Dr. Shukri said also that the 
major challenge faring the CBJ 
during the next two years would 
be maintaining near zero inflation 
and a balance in foreign exchange 
to keep Jordan shielded from 
currency instability in the world. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Depart- 
ment of Statistics on Monday 
opened a three-week training 
course on conducting population 
censuses. 

The course will educate the 40 
participants methods of conduct- 
ing censuses and analysing col- 
lected data on births, deaths, 
emigration and related variables. 

Director-General of the De- 
partment of Statistics Dr. Abdul 
Hadi Al Alawin addressed the 
opening session, saying that train- 
ing personnel to do statistical 
work is essential if development 
plans in Arab countries are to 
succeed. 

Population censuses are the 
major source of information for 
planners, helping them to chart 
programmes for the future. Dr. 
Alawin added. 

He said that his department has 


AMMAN (Perta) — A sympo- 
sium on employing low-cost 
materials in construction con- 
tinued on Monday at the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS). with the 
participants discussing working 
papers on low-cost and using 
energy-saving materials in build- 
ing homes for limited-income 
families. 

The symposium, held in coop- 
eration with the Economic and 
Soria! Committee for Western 
Asia (ESCWA). will last three 


more days. 

Another symposium organised 
by the RSS, in cooperation with. 
ESCWA, is currently underway, 
addressing the promotion of sci- 
entific research and development 
in Western Asian countries. 


The five-day symposium, 
opened on Sunday, reviewed on 
Monday a number of field studies 
submitted by experts from Jor- 
dan, Egypt. Iraq, and Saudi 
Arabia. 


Industrial corporation invites 
students to attend exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan Amman. Ihe exhibition marks 
Industrial Estates Corporation . His Majesty King Husseins 52nd 
(JIECj has extended invitations birthday. 


to schools, universities and com- 
munity colleges to visit the 
national industrial exhibition cur- 


begun preparations for the 2989 rentiy being held at the Sahab 


population census in Jordan. industrial City, on the outskirts of 


Minister of industry. Trade 
and Supply Rajai Muasher on 
Sunday opened the exhibition, 
which is displaying samples of 
various Jordanian "products. 


SUPPORT THE BANI HAMID A 
WOMEN’S WEAVING PROJECT 

at the Exhibition/Sale 
Jordan Valley - Southern Shuneh 
10:00 a.m. - 
Friday, Saturday, 2 
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The inevitable link 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AlRa'i: Summit outcome predicted 


WE rightly predicted the outcome of the extraordinary Arab summit 
meeting before it was convened in Amman when we said that it will 
yield fruitful results. We were optimistic about the results in view of 
King Hussein’s genuine and strenuous efforts for dosing Arab ranks 
andhis endeavours to rally the Arab countries and unify their ranks 
in the face of the common threats. The Arab leaders came to Amman 
with hope that this summit will achieve what it has been convened 
for. and certain that they will agree on a pan-Arab strategy that 
would end their differences and put them together in the same trench 
against enemy conspiracies. The summit achieved consensus and 
agreement among the Arab leaders because as the King said, the 
Arab leaders want to stop further deterioration in the Arab situation, 
and want to forge joint action, on the military, political and economic 
fronts. The post-summit era is therefore expected to witness a new 
stage in collective Arab work, and the coming stage is bound to see the 
Arabs working in favourable conditions to abort enemy plans 
directed against this nation. The Arab masses everywhere expressed 
deep satisfaction with the result of the Amman summit; and the 
friends of the ‘Arabs were particularly relieved to see their friends 
once again mending fences and working together for the common 
good of the Arab Nation. 


AJDustour: Egypt welcomes restoration of 
ties 


EGYPT has welcomed the Arab countries' decision to restore 
relations with Cairo after a break of eight years, and Egyptian leaders 
have made it clear that their country continues to be totally 
committed to the Arab causes. Needless to say that the restoration of 
diplomatic relations with Egypt was one of the fruits of the Arab 
summit held in Amman in the past week, and which paid tribute to 
Egypt and its historic role in confronting the enemies of the Arabs 


and defending Arab soil. The restoration of relations with Egypt can 
by no means weaken the -Arabs; on the contrary, it will 'have a 


beneficial effect on the Arab stand. The re-opening of embassies and 
the hoisting of flags have not changed any thing in inter-Arab 
relations and cooperation in economic, political and social fields 
which lasted throughout the past eight years. The return of full 
diplomatic relations does not only enhance each Arab country's 
feeling in its freedom to act on its own in matters serving the Arab 
Nation as a whole, but it also reaffirms the Arab countries’ faith in 
the status and the role of Egypt and its people in matters of national 
destiny. We sincerely hope that the rest of the Arab countries will 
now declare their restoration of their full relations with Egypt which 
is hoped to resume its leading role to serve the Arab Nation. 


Sawt AJ Shaab: Press echoes summit success 


THE Arab and foreign press have been echoing the success achieved 
by the Arab leaders at their Amman summit and paying tribute to the 
pan-Arab consensus which materialised. The success of the summit 
has no doubt restored the credibility in the Arab Order and Arab 
leaderships, something considered as a pre-requisite for inter- Arab 
cooperation on the military, economic and political levels. The 
Amman summit clearly diagnosed the ills of the Arab Nation and 
drew attention to the domestic and external challenges and threats 
and offered good indications that the leaders who arrived at a 
reconciliation' will corroborate their close ties within a brotherly 
atmosphere. On the international level the Amman summit suc- 
ceeded in winning more supporters for the Arabs and their just 
causes. Such consensus among Arab states will no doubt help_ nations 
of the world and world organisations to better understand the Arab 
issues and help in their solution. 


Iran-contra report will criticise Reagan, revive controversy 



By Sue Baker 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The Demo- 
cratic- con trolled Congress, in its 
final report on the Iran arms 
scandal, will probably lay most of 
the blame for the fiasco on Presi- 
dent Reagan but leave key ques- 
tions unresolved. 

Principally, doubt will linger 
for the foreseeable future on 
whether Reagan knew about the 


possibly illegal diversion of pro- 
fits from secret U.S. arms sales to 


THE Arab consensus reached on the Iran-Iraq war and the 
Palestinian question at the extraordinary Arab summit in 
Amman are inextricably linked and should be viewed within 
the context of the need to protect and defend Arab national 
security. In that context, resolutions on both issues complement 
one another, and only in their totality can they effectively 
contribute to strengthening the Arabs' regional and interna- 
tional standing, as well as foster the collective ability of the 
Arab World. For as the Arab leaders clearly realised and 
translated into constructive and firm resolutions, the urgent 
need to stop the war of attrition on the Arab World's eastern 
flank was essential not only to safeguard the security and the 
sovereignty of Iraq and the other Gulf states; but, also, to 
convert all Arab potentials to confront and tackle the major 
threat of the Israeli aggression and occupation. 

In practical terms, the implementation of Arab resolutions 
on both issues should go hand in hand; for, as Arab and 
international efforts are expected to intensify and focus on 
achieving a prompt end to the Gulf crisis, there is an equally 
urgent need to continue effective support for the confrontation- 
line countries on the western front of Ai Mashreq and, most 
si gnifican tly, of the steadfastness of our people in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. For and it will only be to the benefit of 
Israel and its supporters, if the Arab states failed to address the 
needs of the steadfastness of the Palestinians under Israeli 
occupation or to actively promote the idea of convening a 
United Nations-sponsored peace conference, in which all 
parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), participate. 

It has become dear to the Arab leaders that the Arab World 
can no longer afford to ignore any bleeding and sore spots on 
any of its Hanks, since it contributes to the weakening of the 
Arab Order as a whole. This applies even more so when it 
comes to the Arab-Israeli conflict, which remains the heart of 
the Middle East crisis. But our hope and confidence is that the 
representatives of the Arab Nation, who rose to their historic 
Responsibility in Amman, will pursue, in unison, their firm 
stands and translate these resolutions on both issues into solid 
action and constructive steps on the regional and international 
levels. 


fits from secret U.S. arms sales to 
Iran to Nicaragua's contra rebels. 

The president at first said the 
deals were an attempt to open 
relations with Iran, but later ack- 
nowledged that they were direct 
swaps for LLS. hostages held in 
Lebanon by pro-Iranian forces. 

The report, which is scheduled 
for release on Tuesday (Nov. 17), 
will be issued a year to the month 
after Reagan’s worst foreign poli- 
cy fiasco "erupted. It will thrust 
the damaging affair back into the 
public spotlight aL a time when 
the president has suffered a series 
of foreign and domestic setbacks. 

The 'report will apportion 
blame for the scandal, determine 
which laws were broken or bent, 
and recommend legislative and 
other remedies in a bid to avoid a 


repetition. 

But lawmakers predict the re- 
port's impact will be primarily 
political, fuelling a growing 
perception that Reagan has lost 
his grip on power and has little 
control of events. 

“The most interesting part of 
the report for the American peo- 
ple Mill be our judgment of the 
responsibility of the president," 


said Lee Hamilton, an Indiana 
Democrat who chaired the spe- 
cial house committee created last 
January to probe what one legis- 
lator called “this sad and sordid 
tale." 

The Senate set up a similar 
committee and together they in- 
terviewed some oOO people in 
private and reviewed more than 
200.000 documents before calling 
30 witnesses to testify during 11 
weeks of televised hearings that 
stretched through Washington's 
hot. muggy summer. 

The tale. like a good spy novel, 
was one of a tangled web of 
international intrigue, fanciful 
code words, secret Swiss bank 
accounts and clandestine meet- 
ings in European dries and in 
Tehran. 

It involved what Hamilton cal- 
led a “secret government within 
the government.” run by a tightly 
knit circle of top aides in the 
White House National Security 
Council (NSC) and the late CIA 
Director William Casey, who hid 
their activities from senior 
cabinet members for fear of 
opposition. 

The report was expected to 
describe how the president's men 
misled or lied to Congress about 
the affair and attempted a cover- 
up in the immediate aftermath of 
its exposure. 

While Hamilton declined to 
detail the report’s findings in adv- 
ance, angry Republicans have 
already denounced what they 
view as its slam against Reagan. 

Republicans were particularly 
incensed by what they said was 
the report's implication that 
Reagan may have known about 


the possibly illegal diversion of 
Iran arms sales profits to the 
Nicaraguan contra rebels — de- 
spite his denials. 

“It's more than an interfer- 
ence, it’s an implication," of 
Reagan's guilt, complained Onin 
Hatch, a conservative Utah Re- 
publican who was one of 
Reagan's staunchest supporters 
on die Senate panel. 

Republicans and Democrats 
alike were shocked by the disclo- 
sures in early November 1986 
that Reagan had sold arms to 
Tehran at the same time he was 
urging other nations to isolate 
Iran as a “terrorist'' nation. 

But the affair became a full- 
blown scandal last November 23 
when Attorney General Edwin 
Meese revealed the diversion of 
profits. 

Hatch, in a recent interview, 
said the report implicates the 
president by casting doubt on 


Admiral John Poindexter’s pivot- 
al testimony that he alone, with- 
out telling the president, ordered 
his deputy. Lieutenant Colonel 
Oliver North, to divert the funds 
to the contras at a time when 
Congress had banned such aid. 


Poindexter, Reagan's national 
security adviser during most of 
the scandal, testified, “The buck 
stopped here with me.” 

But some Democrats said they 
doubted Poindexter — a man 
with a reputation for taking 
orders, not giving them — would 
have embarked on such a course 
without Reagan’s approval. 


They suggested he was protect- 
ig the president. They also said 


ing the president. They dso said 
the admiral set a record for the 
most questions — 184 in five days 
of testimony — answered by: “I 
don’t recall.” 

According to Hatch, the presi- 
dent is damned in the report 
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either way because it contains, 
“language along the lines that if 
he didn't know, he should have 
known.” 

Also criticised in the report, 
according to aides, are North, a 
gung-ho marine whose passion, 
patriotism and boyish good looks 
briefly captured American hearts 
during his six-day testimony, for- 
mer national security adviser 
Robert McFarlane, and Richard 
Secoid. a retired air force officer 
who ran the contra supply net- 
work. 

All six Republicans on the 15- 
member House committee, and 
two of the more conservative of 
the five Republicans on the 11- 
member Senate panel have added 
their minority views in a separate 
part of the massive report, whose 
1.S00 typed pages wiu be conde- 
nsed to about 450 in its final 
printed form. 

The report, some three months 
in the making, was completed 
and formally approved by the 
committees on November 5, 
several weeks behind schedule. 
Before being printed, it must 
undergo final declassification 
checks by the White House. 

Reagan, who flatly denied ini- 
tial news reports of the arms sales 
and withheld major details in 
subsequent statements, eventual- 
ly accepted responsibility and 
said he allowed his concern for 


for-hostages swap. 

The report is also expected to 
determine the extent of Reagan's 
involvement in White House 
efforts to aid the contras, through 
third-country solicitations an da . 
network of private donors, during 
a 1984-1986 congressional aid. 
ban. 

Some of the report's likely re- 
commendations — a 48-hour con- 
gressional notification in advance 
of all but the most urgent covert 
actions — are already being im- 
plemented. 


“It's going to oe a very long 
time before a national security 


Americans held hostage by pro- 
Iranian forces in Lebanon to lead 


him astray and make mistakes. 

The president at first said sell- 
ing arms to Iran was part of an 
attempt to open strategic rela- 
tions with Tehran. He later ack- 
nowledged it was a direct arms- 


adviser to the president says, ‘the 
buck stops with me’," Hamilton 
said. 

He also said “complete person- 
nel changes — at the CIA (Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency) and at 
the White"House” — mandated 
by the scandal have already been 
made. 

Hamilton said the congression- 
al probe, which cost S4 million, 
has however left a few “loose 
strands,” which it will be up to 
independent counsel Lawrence 
Walsh, who is conducting a sepa- 
rate criminal probe of the affair, 
to tie up in court. 

He also said the investigation 
operated undeT “some extraor- 
dinary handicaps,” including the 
absence of key witness Casey who 
died of a brain tumour last May 
before he could testify, and "a 
paper trail that was completely 
destroyed.” 

Poindexter and North testified 
that they destroyed Iran-contra 
documents — in North’s case, he 
destroyed so many that a shred- 
der jammed. 
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Sri Lanka delivers on autonomy 
but army still key to peace 


No front-runner in Korean presidential race 


By Barry Renfrew 

The Associated Press 


By Jeremy Clift 

Reuter 


COLOMBO — President Junius 
Jayewardene has delivered his 
side of a bargain with India to end 
four years of ethnic bloodshed in 
Sri Lanka by pushing through 
laws to give the Tamil minority 
limited autonomy. 

But it is still anyone’s guess 
when elections can be held to 
implement the autonomy plan, 
both Indian and Sri Lankan offi- 
cials say. Until then, Sri Lanka 
remains explosive. . .„. 

India, with 20,000 troops On 
the island, is determined to 
underpin a political settlement by 
wiping out the Tamil guerrilla 
threat once and for all. 

After crushing the Tamil rebel 
stronghold of Jaffna in the north, 
Indian commanders have shifted 
their attention to eliminating 


i Lanka 
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pockets of heavily armed Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas along the eastern 


Tiger guerrillas along the eastern 
coastline. 

This could take another month, 
Indian commanders say. But with 
the Tigers slipping into the dense 
jungle the danger of Indian 
troops getting bogged down in a 
prolonged counter-insurgency 
operation remains strong. West- 
ern diplomats believe. 

Ana with Jayewardene facing a 
backlash from hardline members 
of the Sinhalese majority in the 
south, the situation is still vola- 
tile. 

Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi, who agreed on the auton- 
omy plan with Jayewardene in 
July, says he was stabbed in the 
back by the most powerful and 
extreme of the Tamil rebel 
groups, the Lib erati on JTgers of 
Tamil Eebm (LTTE). 

“They deliberately set out to 
wreck the agreement because 
they were unable or unwilling to 
make the transition from mili- 
tancy to the democratic political 
process." Gandhi told parliament 
in New Delhi. 



SEOUL, South Korea — A 
front-runner has yet to emerge in 
the presidential race that could be 
the most important election in 
South Korea's brief and turbulent 
history. 

Many Koreans see the Dec. 16 
election as a chance to establish 
full democracy in a country 
dominated by authoritarian gov- 
ernments since its creation in 
1948. They also hope it will end 
the violence that has dominated 
Korean politics and clear the way 
for the nations first peaceful 
transfer of power. 


candidate Kim Dae-Jung. 

Roh, who was picked by Chun, 
has fought back hard, insisting he 
alone can ensure a peaceful tran- 
sition to democracy and con- 
tinued stability ancl economic 
prosperity. 

The government campaign por- 
trays Roh as a moderate who at 
the height of anti-government 
riots in June insisted that Chun 
give in to opposition demands for 
the first direct presidential elec- 
tions in 16 years. 


“The upcoming presidential 
election is a rare opportunity for 
the nation to be midwife at the 


birth of a new government whose 
legitimacy will not be chal- 


Whjle a majority of people are 
thought to oppose the govern- 
ment, the opposition's election 
hopes have been hurt by the 
decision of top- leaders Kira 
Young-Sam and Kim Dae-Jung 
to both run for president even 
though they will split the opposi- 
tion vote. 


Roh is seeking the country’s 
strong conservative vote, which is 
especially big in rural areas and in 
the business world, with his 
promise to stability. He also 
seeks to appeal to voters who fear 
new turmoil could trigger in- 
tervention by the armed forces. 

Kim Dae-Jung is seen as the 
radical candidate because of the 
years he spent in prison or under 
house arrest for fighting author- 
itarian governments. He cham- 
pions the poor and the working 
classes and has strong support 
among liberals and dissidents. 


lenged," the Korea Times said in 
a Nov. 10 editorial. 


But the government is mount- 
ing a major campaign to retain 
power and the opposition’s once 
seemingly assured hopes of vic- 
tory have been overshadowed by 
internal divisions and rival candi- 
dates. 


It said the Sl-year-old president 
had fumed Sri Lanka into a pawn 
of India. 

Freedom Parly parliamentary 
leader Anura Bandaranaike said 
the autonomy deal would split the 
country. It would give the Tamils, 
who make up just 13 per cent of 
the population. 30 per cent of the 
land and 60 per cent of its coast- 
line. he declared. 

Hardline Buddhist students 
and monks staged demonstra- 
tions and hunger strikes, assert- 
ing that Buddhism, the country’s 


main religion, was under threat 
from the Hindu Tamils. 


At least 150 peojple died across 
Sri Lanka this week as parliament 
debated the controversial auton- 
omy legislation. 


Police pinned responsibility for 
some of the bloodshed on an 
underground Sinhalese Marxist 
group opposed to the autonomy 
plan. Police said People’s Libera- 
tion Front detonated a car bomb 


that killed 32 people and wound- 
ed 106 in Colombo last week. 


The campaign has centred on 
who can ensure democracy, and 
the government’s authoritarian 
record. 

Opposition candidates accuse 
government candidate Roh Tae- 
Woo. a former general, of seek- 
ing to continue military-backed 
rule. They srress Roh’s key role 
in helping fellow ex-general Presi- 
dent Chun Doo-Hwan seize 
power in 1980. 

"We are standing at the cros- 
sroads of history where we either 
fall into the trap of prolonged 
military rule or we open a new 
age which will lead- to peace and 
unification,’’ said opposition 


Many opposition supporters 
are dismayed or angry over fhe 
split. Some political observers say 
it could generate an electoral 
backlash. 

“These Kims have betrayed the 
people and democracy. They 
think only of themselves.” said 
one opposition supporter in a 
typical comment. 

Little attention has been paid 
to other issues in the campaign 
and differences between the 
candidates on major issues are 
not great. 


Kira Young-Sam, the other top 
opposition leader, is seen as a 
centrist, stressing moderation,aiid 
reconciliation!. His support lies 
among the middle classes, : ^vhite 
collar workers and other moder-. 
ate groups. Some observers say 
he may have- the best chance. 

Former Prime Minister Kim; 
Jong-Pil and two minor candidates' 
are unlikely, to have a major 
impact. Some observers suggest 
Kim Jong-Pil could cost Roh 
some conservative votes, but his 
campaign appears to have 
attracted little support. 


The major candidates back 
continued expansion of the 
powerful economy while differing 
to some extent on the degree of 
government control. All are 
strongly opposed to archrival 
Communist North Korea and 
favour close ties with the United 
States. They all promise to ex- 


While watching the presiden- 
tial campaign with rapt attention, 
many people are also watching 
rwo groups that have dominated 
Kore"an politics in the past — 
radical students and the armed 
forces. 


pand social welfare programmes 
for the poor and the working 


Tor the poor and the working 
classes. 


Radical students long have ^ - 
been a potent force in Korea antfr; 
the demonstrations they':; v '>“r 
spearheaded in June played a key \ 
role in forcing Chun to accept ; 
direct elections. The radicals re- 
jected the elections as a com-J- r : L < 
promise with the government, ^ 
but so far have attracted little '; 
support for their call for new •• 
demonstrations. 
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He said the Tigers had become 
beasts “coercing old men, women 
and children to act as shields, 
using innocent children as human 
bombs, murdering prisoners, and 
booby-trapping houses of the 
people of Jaffna on whose behalf 
they claim to be fighting.” 
India, which has a large Tamil 
population of its own, had se- 
cured from Sri Lanka almost ev- 
erything that the Tigers had de- 
manded but they had rejected 
peace. Gandhi said. 

Now Indian officials here feel 
there is no alternative but to carry 
the military’ offensive to its logical 
conclusion unless the Tigers yield 
to pressure for a ceasefire and 
join the political process. 

The devolution package will set 
up a series of provincial councils 
across the country giving limited 
self-rule to Tamil-dominated 
areas of the north and east. The 
Sri Lankan government sees it as 
the last chance for peace. 

Legislation clearing the way for 
the councils was approved by 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


's:C' - c : e Jaba Amman near 

AhlnarG'i Srheo 

Take away is available 

Open d.tih /J. W-.v.’ri 
p.m. 

30- Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman 
Chinese Flaming poi is available 

Take away available 

OpcnJaih 15-30 
IS:M- 23:30 


Wadi Sagra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. 'Jordan 

v Tel: 661922 > 


/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
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Mecca Street, Varmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open duilx 1 2:00 -3:30 

p.m. 

v o.v/J - Midnight y 
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RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURiSMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 


EVERY 

DAY 
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PEOPLE WHO NEEV 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 


jP MAINTENANCE . "J- 

SERVICES , " :s --'vi 


. CALL US! L ... 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akiiah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Tel. 604671 


The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 



parliament by the required two- 
thirds majoriry on Thursday. 


thirds majoriry on Thursday. 

But Jayewardene faced a storm 
of violent protest from Sinhalese 
radicals and criticism from the 
main opposition Freedom Party. 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 
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INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
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international moving, 
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door-to-door service 
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if.V. showman scandalises Italy 


By Paul Holmes 

Reuter 

LOME — Midway through a 
ariety show the presenter stops 
V jg music to denounce the com- 

S that sponsors the show, 
politicians and rally viewers 
I' - } mass protest. It is a television 
: . foducers’ nightmare. 

Bnt the nightmare becomes 
' eality every Saturday night in 
. taly on state television's con- 
. reversal live variety show Fan- 
: : istko. Now furious politicians 
. Sk insisting it stop ana the pro- 
: lucers are keeping their fingers 
rossed it will. 

. ■ At the centre of the storm is 

'lager-actor Adriano Celentano, 
" -“tie country's highest-paid perfor- 
: ■ ier, whose unorthodox be- 
: : avionr has fascinated Italians 
ver since he woke them up to 
ock and roll in the 1960’s. 

; In the two months since he 
. 30 k charge of Fantastico, in be- 
* ' - ween the song and dance Celen- 
' ; ano has: 

— Accused the commercial 
poiisors, a leading soap powder 
■- nanufacturer, of “homicide by 
- oflution;” 

— Branded the nation's politic- 
J parties an elitist clique which 
reats the public as idiots; 

— Campaigned against nuclear 


power by declaring that Fantasti- 
co wouldn’t be worth producing 
in 20 years time because “there 
will only be 28 of us around” after 
an atomic war. 

In his most controversial out- 
burst, accompanied by bloody 
film of baby seals being clubbed 
to death, Celentano told 11 mil- 
lion viewers on the eve of 
November 8 referendums on nuc- 
lear power and legal reform to 
wrire “hunting is against love” on 
their ballot slips. 

Few followed the advice, not 
least because the show’s produc- 
ers made Celentano withdraw it. 
State television. RAI, also broad- 
cast repeated warnings that vo- 
ters would be invalidating their 
ballots if they did what the singer 
said. 

The incident has opened 
Celentano, 49, to possible crimin- 
al charges for infringing a ban on 
campaigning on the eve of a vote 
and united most political parties 
against him. 

“Celentano has gone too far, 
he has got to be sacked.” said 
Liberal Party parliamentarian 
Paolo Battistuzzi. 

An editorial in the influential 
newspaper Corners Della Sera 
suggested Celentano should stick, 
to singing or be invited to take a 
rest. “He has lost touch with 


reality'," it said. 

RAI, which is closely control- 
led by parliament, has also been 
accused of breaching its obliga- 
tions as a public broadcasting 
service by allowing the entertain- 
er a platform for his views in the 
three-hour show. 

It now hopes to have put the 
furore behind it after fining 
Celentano 200 million lire 
($160,00)]) and threatening auto- 
matic dismissal if he steps out of 
line again. 

Celentano, whose fee for the 
four-month series is reported to 
be eight billion lire ($6.5 million), 
has promised to match the fine 
with a donation of his own to 
research into the AIDS virus. He 
has also undertaken to submit his 
scripts to the producers in adv- 
ance. 

“Ceientano’s show is a novelty, 
for better or worse.” RAI's 
Director-General Biagio Agnes 
said after the compromise was 
struck. “Relations with Celenta- 
no have turned out to be more 
difficult to manage than we im- 
agined,” he added. 

RAI hired Celentano to host 
-Fantastico after its last presenter, 
Pippo Baudo, left for a rival 
show. Festival, on the Canale 5 
network of private broadcasting 


Magnate Silvio Berlusconi. 

In the fierce ratings war be- 
tween the two programmes, Faji- 
tas rico has been streets ahead of 
Festival, which attracts about six 
million viewers on a Friday night. 
Ceientano's regular weekly 
“Monologue" is part of the new 
unorthodox approach and is in- 
tended primarily to woo a youn- 
ger audience. 

While song, dance and comedy 
are still part of the routine, gone 
are the slick suits and smooth talk 
of Baudo and most of the big 
prize money games. 

Viewers are instead asked by a 
sometimes unshaven Celentano 
to donate money to build a village 
in Africa and help other people’s 
dreams come true rather than 
their own. 

The show attracted more than 
13 million viewers on its opening 
night and though ratings have 
slipped to about 11 million Fan- 
tastico still draws about half the 
Italian television audience. 

Critics describe it as the sort of 
show you either love or hate. 
Some ordinary Italians are less 
subtle. 

“Talk about changing chan- 
nels," said one man from Milan. 
“It's enough to make you want to 
change nationalities.” 


Woody Allen discusses films, friends, and fatherhood 


By Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 

DNDON — Woody Allen, the 
unerican actor and director who 
, - N , about to become a first-time 
Farther, discussed his films and 
‘ aLt opes for a baby girl in a TV 
. . iterview with the British Broad- 

• asting Corp. that appeared on 
. riday. 

;•* “I hope it's a she... that would 
e very important to me,” Allen, 
1 , said of the child he and actress 
fia Farrow, his longtime com- 

- anion, are expecting. No due 
'ate has been announced. 

The normally reclusive Allen, 
■ hose honours include a double 
in of Academy awards in 1978 
■’ ir writing and directing “Annie 

• fall,” appeared on what the 

- BC called his first British televi- 
on interview in seven years. The 

. . 3 twork is screening nine Allen 
. 1 ms between now and 
hristmas. 

The houriong show, “Woody 
~ilen: Love, Death. Sex, and 
la tiers Arising,” was taped one 
-- itemooD in June at Allen's New 

• • ’oik apartment. 

Professor Christopher Frayl- 
ig, the interviewer, is head of 
ie department of cultural history 
' t London’s Royal College of 
jt. 

“I don’t feel I’ve made a great 

- 1m yet in my life,” Alien said, 
escribing his standard as classics 

• ke Vittorio de Sica’s “The Bicy- 
. e Thief” and Jean Renoir’s "La 

Irande Illusion.” 

“I’d like to be remembered as 
' mieone who made at least one, 
not one or two, really great 
Ims," he said. 

Throughout the interview, 

- Jlen was his own harshest critic, 
lving his sharpest swipes for his 
artiest films. 

He said the swinging 1965 sex 
amedy “What’s New, Pussy- 
at?" was an “undeserved” 
nancial success. 

- His 1969 ‘Take the Money and 
■on," with Allen as the bumbling 
rinrinal Virgil Starkwell, suf- 

* Ted from “gags of any sort, of 
ay kind.” 

' IBs 1971 “Bananas,” in which 
played a hypochondriac en- 


snared in a Latin American upris- 
ing, was marred by “an infantile 
type of funniness." 

Even “Manhattan,” his soph- 
isticated 1979 film about a black- 
and-white city and the emotional 
colours of the people who inhabit 
it, got its knocks. 

“What carries you through 
‘Manhattan’ for me is more the 
style than anything else,” he said. 
“I would do ‘Manhattan’ dif- 
ferently now. It’s not a film I 
wouldn’t do today, but I would 
do it differently." 

Allen emphasised his love for 
weighty material and his desire to 
be taken seriously, despite his 
fans’ insistence — satirised in his 
1980 film “Stardust Memories” — 
that he make funnier movies. 

“I don’t mean to downgrade 
comedy — I think it’s a wonderful 
thing — but I put the other 
(drama) on a higher plane, my- 
self. I think my films have been 
good to the degree that I could 
make them more serious,” said 
Allen, adding that he was drawn 
to tragic playwrights like August 
Strindberg and Eugene O’Neill 
and preferred Shakespeare's dra- 
ma to his comedies. 

He said “Hannah and Her Sis- 
ters,” his 1986 critical and finan- 
cial success, was “more ‘up’ and 
optimistic than I had intended, 
and consequently was very 
popular.” 

But the optimism exacted a 
price: “It’s only optimistic in the 
sections (where) I failed,” he 
said. 

He said his favourite film was 
“The Purple Rose of Cairo,” in 
which Mia Farrow plays a woman 
seduced by a screen actor who 
steps out of a movie to woo her. 

“The object of the movie was 
very simply to show that we all 
have to choose between reality 
and fantasy, and we're of course 
forced to choose reality; the other 
way lies madness,” Allen said. 

He praised both Diane Keaton 
and Mia Farrow, actresses with 
whom be has been romantically 
linked and whose careers be has 
enriched. 

He called Ms. Keaton a “hila- 
rious comedienne,” and said he 
could not have written her tide 



Woody Allen 



Wallace Shawn and Mia Farrow in Woody Allen’s latest film Radio 
Days (File photo) 

character in “Annie Hall” with- 
out her “because I was taking 
tilings directly from things Td 


But despite their personal 
attachment, Allen said be and 
Farrow did have their differ- 


heard her say. 

Ms. Farrow received particular 
kudos for her work as a gun moll 
in the 1984 movie “Broadway 
Danny Rose.” “She was great in 
it ...She was wonderful from the 
first day,” Allen said. 


ences. 

“She is surrounded by kids and 
pets; 1 live by myself across the 
park (Central Park)," he said. “I 
don't have to be there when the 
diapers are changed or anything 
really awful happens. ” 



intrepreneur institute tries to build new tycoons 




By Seema Sirohi 

The Associated Press 

<HMEDABAD, India — Bhar- 
- 1 Bhatt’s job takes him across 
. iging rivers and on lengthy hikes 
^ito remote, backward districts of 
ldia to meet villagers tucked 
way from the pace of modem 
fe. 

Bhatt is not a missionary or 
xiologist studying rural ways, 
ie works for a programme that 
as become a Third World model 
>r finding and developing pri- 
ite entrepreneurs in unlikely 

laces. 

The major idea behind the 
: ntrepreneurship Development 
' istitute of India is to help would- 
l tycoons set up industries in 
where opportunities are 
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f?We are training employment- 
saeratmg persons, not empioy- 
•eateeeking people. We train 
to be on their own, to take 
wfi,” said Ashok K. Sinha, a 
fculty member at the institute. 
[The institute in western Gu- 
jarat State — which the World 
jank calls the only facility of its 
1 in- Asia — does much more 
just teach business skills. 
■It identifies likely prospects, 
Btructs them in the problems 
will face with banks and 


government bureaucracy, and 
then helps them get started. 

The Institute in Ahmedabad 
has 23 faculty members who train 
“motivators” like Bhatt to go into 
villages to spot latent talent. 
Money comes from a fund of 20 
million rupees (about $1.5 mil- 
lion) donated by private and gov- 
ernment financial institutions. 

The institute also works with 
local entrepreneurial agencies in 
other Indian states, and has con- 
ducted workshops in 37 coun- 
tries, including Australia, Bang- 
ladesh, Cameroun, Kenya, 
Senegal, Mauritius, Zambia, 
Zaire and Ghana. 

“The concept of enterprise 
seems to be- the only answer to 
development. There is no way 
out for this country except to 
create a great deal of self-gener- 
ating employment," says Vihari 
G. Patel, the institute’s director. 

“Other developing countries 
have realised this. They want 
ownership patterns to change 
from expatriate ownings’ to the 
local people.” 

Patel is credited with pioneer- 
ing the training for entrepreneurs 

in India. , 

Patel emphasised that develop- 
ment is a long-term process. 

“For real impact, we have to 
work backward. The first attack 


has to be the family where chil- 
dren’s enterprise must be encour- 
aged,” he said. 

"in India, there are also special 
problems, he said. 

“The whole bureaucracy has to 
be reoriented. This jungle of con- 
trols has to go. We must not just 
simplify procedures, but abolish 
them." 

A man who wants to start a 
business in India may have to go 
to 43 government agencies to 
procure the necessary licences, 
loans, water, electricity and land. 

The convoluted bureaucratic 
procedures claim their toll, and 
some would-be entrepreneurs 
give up at initial stages. But the 
institute says its success rate is 
about 60 per cent. 

The institute began as a small 
experiment in 1979 and opened 
with its present national scope in 
May 1983. It has since trained 78 
Indians and 42 foreigners to be 
“motivators and trainers.” 

The institute’s trainers use an 
“entrepreneurship development 
programme,” or EDP, a system 
of testing would-be businessmen 
and teaching accounting, motiva- 
tion and management techniques. 

The institute has conducted de- 
monstration EDPs, paid for by 
local banks and other financial 
‘institutions, in almost all of Indi- 


a’s 25 states, including some with 
no history of industrial activity. 
Gujarat State, the institute’s 
home, has long been a centre of 
businessmen and traders. 

The trainers often face unusual 
problems that they must over- 
come with their own ingenuity. 

In Arunachal Pradesh State in 
the remote northeast, a trainer 
was faced with about 35 
tribespeople he collected for an 
EDP, few of whom spoke any 
common language. They be- 
longed to 14 different tribes. 

The trainer ended up teaching 
•accounting with leaves and beads. 

B.P. Murii, one of the faculty 
members and a trainer himself, 
said; “You are like a missionary 
yourself. You get so involved that 
all the personal problems become 
secondary.’’ 

Mahendra Mashru’s story is 
one of the successful cases. 

An unemployed village youth 
in Gujarat, Mashru wanted to do 
something different, but didn't 
know what. He came across an 
institute trainer after reading an 
advertisement and was selected 
to receive entrepreneurship 
training. 

. He started manufacturing a 
mouth freshener in 1979, and by 
1984 had a turnover of 1 .4 million 
rupees ($107,000). 



Siberia: For youth, a land of opportunity 


By Carol J. Williams 

The Associated Press 

TYNDA, USSR — Soviet young 
people are chasing a development 
boom into Siberia, braving its 
frigid hardships in exchange for 
the chance of a more promising 
future and higher rewards than 
those who stay behind. 

Heeding the call of Komsomol, 
the Communist Party's youth 
organisation, tens of thousands of 
university graduates each spring 
are pledging their first years of 
work to the taming of Siberia, 
which together with the Soviet far 
east covers 13.7 million square 
kilometres — one and a half 
times the size of the United 
States. 

Some come for the money. 
Salaries plus hardship bonuses 
average 400 rubles ($635) a 
month, twice the national aver- 
age for skilled industrial workers. 

Others come for the relative 
freedom they find 4,800 or more 
kilometres from Moscow and the 
bureaucracy that directs industry 
in the nation’s European regions. 

But their venture into a re- 
soorces-rich but dormant land — 
notorious for forced labour 
camps and penal colonies since 
the time of the Russian czars — 
also is a vital part of Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev's plan to transform 
the Soviet Union into an econo- 
mic superpower as well as a milit- 
ary one. 

While it still isn’t a yuppie 
lifestyle 5,000 kms east-southeast 
of Moscow and just north of 
Manchuria in China, “it’s a good 
place to start your life, in a new 
place where you can make a 
difference,” said Vera Grinvald, 
hydro engineer in her mid-30s 
id a mother of three children. 
Despite their higher wages, 
many of Tynda’s new pioneers 
live in shSbby, concrete housing 
blocks propped on pillars drilled 
into the permafrost of this fron- 
tier boom town. 

Those working on the railroad' 
live in insulated old railroad cars 
and construction shacks in a sort 
of circular trailer town that 
houses nearly half of Tynda’s 
population of 63,000. 

A maze of rutted asphalt roads 
connects hilltop highnses with a 
skirt of shantytowns, and in be- 
tween the buddings are on planted 
stretches of ground that freeze 
solid in winter and become seas 
of mud in two months of summer. 

For active young people, there 
isn’t much to do alter work but 
play basketball or go cross-coun- 
try skiing. 

But a 17-year-old youth who 
gave his name only as Alexander 
said, “I don’t feel isolated here. 

I have friends and a social life 
in Siberia. I don’t have to live in 
Moscow to know who Michael 
Jackson is.” 

And simple things become ple- 
asures. 

“It’s too hard to explain if you 
haven’t lived through it,” said 
Yelena Ivankovich of the local 
Communist Party council. “After 
having water delivered to barrels 
outside our doors for a year, 
when we got running water to our 
street, we thought we were the 
most fortunate people in the 
world.” 

Tynda is the capital and mid- 
point of the Baikal-Amur main- 
line railroad (BAM), the largest 
of Soviet “hero projects, a 
1,938-mile (3,118-km) trail of 
track blazed through virgin land 
the government has denned as- 
the next economic heartland. 

By the year 2000, the railroad 
and the enterprises it will carry 
eastward are expected to make 
Siberia the nation’s fourth major 
industrial zone, joining the Volga 
River Basin, the Ural Mountains 
and the Donetsk Valley. 

BAM, hailed as “the project of 
the century,” is intended to take 
people and tools into the Siberian 
frontier and transport the re- 
gion’s minerals, ores, gold and 
precious stones out to the western 
and southern areas of the coun- 
try, where 90 per cent of the 
population lives. 

“We build BAM, and BAM 


builds us,” said Yelena Fedorets, 
the young wife of a railroad buil- 
der, rearing one of the local 
slogans and saying she doesn’t 
mind the difficult conditions. 

Galina Maslennikova, now 38, 
moved here with her husband and 
two sons five years ago from the 
Ukraine to work on tne railroad. 

“The project was under way 
and workers were needed, and 
we wanted to do or part,” she 
said. 

Olga Chuikova, an economist 
in her mid 30s, has three sons and 
a spacious four-room apartment. 
She and her husband came to 
Siberia 12 years ago. 

“I never planned to stay long,” 
she said. “But once I started to 
work, I got to like it here and now 
I don’t plan to go anywhere else 
in my life.” 

Despite stalwarts such as Olga 
Chuikova, the government is still 
trying to establish a stable work 
force in the region if it is to tap 
Siberia’s wealth. BAM’s director, 
Valery A. Gorbunov, said 30 per 
cent of the railroad’s employees 
leave the project each year. 

But Vyacheslav Seliverstov, 
deputy director of the Siberian 
Economics Institute, said in an 
interview that 30 million people 
now five in Siberia and he sug- 
gested the normal population 
growth — with a birthrate 20 per 
cent higher than the national 
average — will provide an adequ- 
ate work force for the future. 


The harsh climate and isolation 
are partly to blame for people 
leaving. Temperatures along the 
BAM route often drop to 58 
degrees below zero Fahrenheit 
(-50 Celsius), and the great dis- 
tances and shortage of trans- 
portation make travel difficult. 

But some analysts also blame 
the system, which rewards pro- 
duction, yet pays scant attention 
to living conditions. 

“For the ministries, the main 
priority has always been indust- 
rial indicators, and provision of 
social services has been left up ro 
local governments.” said Vladi- 
mir M. Pushkarev, a sociologist 
at the regional economics insti- 
tute in Novosibirsk. “The prob- 
lem in Siberia has been that when 
new cities are created from 
scratch, there is no local govern- 
ment." 

■ On the Angara River about 
1,210 km west of Tynda is Ust- 
nimsk, a city that was built exact- 
ly from scratch 21 years ago as the 
site of a hydroelectric plant. 

It now has a population of 
106,000 and many of its residents 
are young people. 

One is Tatyana Manatyeva, 29, 
a deputy director of a dormitory, 
where the average age of the 578 
residents is 28. 

She said she came to Ust- 
Dimsk six years ago with two 
other single women from 
Kazakhstan and has a one-room 
apartment of her own — a rarity 


Vast land with few people 

HERE are some facts and figures on Soviet Siberia: 

The land — The borders of Siberia are ill-defined, but the region is 
generally agreed to consist of the Asian land mass east of the Ural 
Mountains and northeast of Central Asia. Together with the Soviet 
far east, along the Pacific coast, Siberia covers 13.7 million square 
kilometres. The land is mostly taiga — rolling forests of evergreens 
and birch trees — with the tundra ice desert spreading across the 
north and the Arctic circle, and grassy steppes to the southwest. 
The people — The 30 million people living in Siberia represent most 
of the 100 or more nationalities that comprise the Soviet Union. They 
are concentrated along the trans-Siberian railroad that runs along the 
southern border. 

The economy — Aside from railroading, Siberians are engaged in 
heavy industries like machine building, chemical and fuel processing 
and mining. About 30 per cent of the people are engaged in farming. 
The traditional pursuits of fur trapping and fishing remain important 
to the economy, bnt they have been outpaced over the past 30 years 
by heavy industry. 

History — Siberia is an ancient land where hunters, trappers and 
fishermen have lived for centuries. But its emergence as an industrial 
base has occurred only over the last 40 yeais. Sibera was a land of 
exile during Czarist times and remains so today, but it became a land 
of refuge during World War II when major industries were relocated 
there during the Nazi occupation of mud) of European sectors in the 
west. 


for single women living in Mos- 
cow or Leningrad. 

“My heart drew me here," Ms. 
Manatyeva said. "From Gram- 
mar school on I heard so much 
about Siberia and Ust-Ilimsk. It 
all sounded so romantic end 
adventurous.” 

What stands out in Ust-iiimsk 
is the number of women — 20 per 
cent more of them than men. 

"We have a surplus of women, 
and we have trouble finding jobs 
for them now," said .Andrei V. 
Andreyev of the city's Commun- 
ist Party council. “We’ve begun 
construction of a health institute 
and some sewing enterprises to 
provide more work for women." 

One reason for the surplus is 
that half the marriages registered 
in the Soviet Union end in di- 
vorce, and many women raising 
children on their own find it 
difficult to get by in the European 
Soviet cities to the west. Wages 
for women workers back west 
average about 120 rubles ($190) a 
month, but in Ust-Ilimsk the 
average for women and men is 
350 rubles ($555). 

"Here a single woman can sup- 
port herself and even one or two 
children, and we are seeing a lot 
of them coining to Ust-Ilimsk,’’ 
Andreyev said. 

Ust- Ilims k is growing by more 
than 5,000 residents a year, and 
its population should grow to 
200,000 by the turn of the cen- 
tury, Andreyev said. 

Ust-Ilimsk is better off than 
many newer Siberian settlements, 
where housing is critically short 
and social services almost non- 
existent. But it is not without its 
problems. 

It has too few doctors, and 
good clothing seldom makes its 
way this far east. 

Newcomers, even families, 
often live in communal housing 
or dormitories for a couple or 
years before permanent housing 
can be arranged. 

“Conditions are OK here, but 
of course we want an apartment 
of our own,” said Galina 
Makovetskaya, a 31 -year-old 
Ukrainian who came here with 
her husband a year ago. They and 
their 6 -month-old daughter, 
Masha, live in two tiny rooms in a 
concrete-block dormitory built 15 
years ago. 

A higher-than-average birth- 
rate among the city’s young and 
relatively affluent population has 
flooded the education system, 
forcing the school day into two 
sessions. 


A Leading Banking Company in the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has vacancies 
in the following computer fields: 

1. System analysis supervisors 

2. System analysts 

3. System programmers 

4. Demonstration programmers 

5. Executive computer director 
Required qualifications: 

• A university degree. 

• 3-5 years experience in Cobol language, using IBM compu- 
ters or any other kind of computer. Preference is given to 
those who have banking experience. 

• Proficiency in English language. 

• Knowledge of C/Pascal/CICS/SAL systems is an asset, but 
not a must. 

• Salaries and other benefits will be commensurate with 
qualifications and experience. 

Applications should be sent to the following address, 
no later than Dec. 15, 1987: 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
P.O. Box 28, Riyadh 11411 
Attention: Director of Personnel 
N.B. Any applications not including photocopies of 
certificates win not be considered. 
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Lendl crushes Jarryd 


for 7th crown of year 

The victory raised Czechoslovak's earnings for 1987 to $lm 


WEMBLEY, England (AP) — Ivan Lendl has 
played tennis all over the world, on all different 
surfaces. But he likes nothing better than hitting the 
bail on his private hard court back home in 
Greenwich, Connecticut. 


There, Lendl says, “I play my 
best, shots no-one ever sees." 

The 27-year-old Czechoslovak, 
the world’s top-ranked player 
since September, 1985, added 
$75,000 to his fortune Sunday 
when he beat Sweden's Anders 
Jarryd 6-3, 6-2. 7-5 to capture the 
£375,000 Benson and Hedges 
Championships. 

It was Lendl's seventh Grand 
Prut title of the year, and it took 
his earnings for 1987 to just under 
SI million. 

The money didn't seem to mat- 
ter to Lendl, who quipped, “it'll 
probably mostly go the taxman." 

But the work was good. 

“I don’t enjoy the travel,” 
Lendl conceded. “The most fun I 


really have is playing on my own 
back yard. That’s 


court in the 
where I play my best tennis. I 


Greece hands Olympic 
flame to Canadians 


Igary, 


ANCIENT OLYMPIA. Greece 
(Agencies) — The Olympic 
torch, lighted by the Sun's rays at 
the sanctuary that staged the 
ancient Olympics, headed to 
Athens Monday on its way to the 
1988 Winter Games in Calj 
Canada. 

A Greek runner, Stelios Bis- 
bas, 19, started what Canadian 
officials called “the longest torch 
run in history” Sunday by jogging 
one kilometre with the flame held 
aloft in one hand and olive 
branch symbolising peace in the 
other. 

At the nearby village of Piata- 
nos officials transferred the Game 
to a special Cana (ban-miner's 
lamp for a 40-minnte flight to 
Athens. 

“This Same’s magic will help us 
carry the spirit of the Olympic 
Games to millions of Canadians.” 
said Bib Pratt, president of the 
Calgary Gaines organising com- 
mittee, at a brief ceremony in the 
marble Panathenaic Stadium in 
Athens. The stadium hosted the 
first modern Olympics in 1896. 

The flame will arrive in St. 
Johns. Newfoundland, on Tues- 
day to start an 18,000 kilometre 
relay to Calgary across mountains 
and wintry praire lands. 

Pratt said the torch will be 
carried by more than 7,000 run- 
ners by plane and on skis, by 
dog-sled and "skidoo" — a Cana- 
dian-made snowmobile. 

Because of cloudy weather. 
Sunday's flame kindling cere- 


mony in ancient Olympia was 
railed off. Instead, the Olympic 
torch was ignited from a reserve 
flame lighted during Saturday's 
rehearsal by sunlight reflected in 
a concave mirror. 


“We’ve developed a special 
fuel made from Canadi 


ladian oil to 
keep the flame just burning slow- 

j. : ,L. l._. I n 


ly during the long relay.” said 
Pratt, who attended Sunday’s 
ceremony in a white cowboy hat 
and white boots embossed with 
the Calgary Games logo. 

Pratt said that more than 2,600 
athletes from 60 countries have 
registered for the games, starting 
Feb. 13. He said Calgary hopes to 
earn a S46- million profit on its 
$800-miUion outlay for the Olym- 
pics. 



The city famed for its annual 
rodeo show, the Calgary stam- 
pede, was selected to host the 
15th winter Olympics after more 
than 30 years as a candidate and 
seven rejections. 

■ It's the first time Canada has 
staged a winter games, although 
Montreal hosted the 1976 sum- 
mer Olympics and Toronto is 
bidding for the 1996 summer 
games. 

But Athens is the favourite for 
the centennial modem Olympics, 
according to Culture Minister 
Melina Mercouri, who is leading 
the Greek Olympic campaign. 

“We shall have the Olympic 
Games in 1996.” Mercouri said at 
Sunday's ceremony. “But I shall 
be at Calgary to applaud and wish 
them success with all my heart.” 

The original Olympic Games 
were staged every* four years from 
776 B.C. to 261 A.D. without 
interruption. They were revived 
by a French aristocrat, Baroa 
Pierre de Coubertain. 


The sanctuary at ancient Olym- 
pia in southwestern Greece is 
often confused with Mount 
Olympus, the country's highest 
peak and home of the ancient 
gods of Greek mythology. But 
Mount Olympus, in northern 
Greece, isn't linked with the 
Olympic Games. 


THE GALLERY 

HOTEL JORDAN INTERCONTINENTAL 
AMMAN 

Invites you to view sixty water-colours of 
Amman Salt Petra Jerash 
by the English water-colourist 


MARY JOSE 

On show SaL, Nov. 21 through Mon., Nov. 30, 1987. 
Open daily 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Closed Friday. 


UNFURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Modem, 3 bedrooms, in Shmeisani. near Birds Garden. 
Large living* dining rooms. 2 bathrooms, balcony and 
telephone line. 

The apartment is also heated and is located in the middle 
of office and shopping centres. 


Call; 662862, 604922. 


YOUR RELIABLE TRA VEL AGENT 
IN JORDAN 

ATLAS TRAVEL AND TOURIST 
SMZ) AGENCY 

'*****■ Tel: 624262 & 637586, P.O. Box 

7131. 

Telex 21750, Amman. 


ning the title at Wembley three 
times in the past four years. 

“It's hard to explain, but I 
don't really like this surface. ” he 
said. “It does not really suit my 


wish I could play some tourna- 
ments there. 


game. 

As a result, Lendl will not be 


coining back next year, preferring 
added SL5 


“You would see some shots 
you never see. like passing shots 
from incredible positions. Some- 
. times. I even wonder how the ball 
drops in. You are more grooved 
on the court you know best.” 

He may have been several 
thousand miles from home, but 
the court at the Wembley arena 
also seemed tailor-made for 
Lendl as he crushed Jarryd in a 
one-sided exhibition of power 
and precision tennis. 

He dropped only 17 points on 
serve against the Swede, the 
world's *16th-rated player, and 
gave up only two breakpoints, 
both of which he saved. 

Surprisingly, Lendl said he did 
nr t like the court, despite win- 


to play in a new star-studded SI 
milli on exhibition event being 
staged simultaneously in Stutt-. 
gart. West Germany. 

Sources said that tournament 
was also likely to be played on 
supreme, but Lendl said he was 
not sure of the surface. 

From Wembley, Lendl will 
take a short rest before compet- 
ing in an exhibition tournament. 
Then he winds up his year by 
defending his masters title in New 
York. 

Lendl said he has played too 
much tennis this year and that in 
1988, he will play six fewer Grand 
Prix events, restricting himself to 
just 12. 

“I’ve kept going for two. 
reasons this yean To fulfill my 
commitments to the Grand Prix, 
and to make sure I don’t slack off 
and start paying for it at the 
Australian Open in January. 

‘That, and Wimbledon, are 
two tournaments I would still 
very much like to win.” 


Chicago Bears still have pride — coach 


DENVER (AP) — If the fire has 
gone out of the Chicago Bears, as 
coach Mike Ditka suggests, the 
embers at least are still hot. 


“We’re still smoldering,” quar- 
terback Jim McMahon said. 
‘We’re 7-1. We just haven’t been 
executing properly the last couple 
of weeks. This team still has a lot 
of pride, and we want to get back 
on top.” 

Despite their troubles, the 
Bears have come from behind to 
win their last three games, ral- 


lying from fourth-quarter deficits 
of 12, 14 and eight points. 


Chicago’s opponent Monday 
night is the Denver Broncos, a 
schizophrenic team that can’t 
seem to find itself. The Broncos 
looked awesome in victories over 
Seattle and Detroit, but they 
looked awful in losses to Minne- 
sota and Buffalo and in a tie 


against Green Bay. 

The only thing smoldering ab- 
out the Broncos is the temper of 
coach Dan Reeves. A sluggish, 
mistake-filled 21-14 loss to Buffa- 
lo last Sunday caused Reeves to 
make some lineup changes for the 
Bears' game in Denver. 

“It was a very poor perform- 
ance in every phase,” he said. “I 
don’t think tne effort was very 
good.” 

The loss gave the Broncos a 
4-3-1 record, and put them 2.5 
games behind San Diego in the 
AFC West. “We've dug ourselves 
a deep hole.” Reeves said. “We 
have to get started digging our 
way out this week." 

Ditka insists Denver's record is 
deceiving. 

“Being 4-3-1 is oot totally 
realistic with the strike and all." 
he said. “They had some unfor- 
tunate games in Green Bay and 


Buffalo where the weather was a 
big factor. 

“Denver can beat us. We prob- 
ably have used up our allotment 
of miracles. We can continue to 
play the way we have against 
some teams and eke it out. But 
Denver isn’t one of them. It's 
going to be a real interesting 
game.’’ 

Ditka gives the offensive edge 
to Denver and the defensive edge 
to Chicago, with the special 
teams about even. 


Denver, behind quarterback 
John Elway, ranks first in the 


AFC in offence, averaging 366 
yards per game. Chicago is aver- 
aging 313 yards. 

On defence, Chicago, a former 
super bowl champ, is second in 
the NFC. including a No. 1 rank- 
ing in the National Football 
League (NFL) in rushing de- 
fence. 


Soviet Greco-Roman wrestlers clinch world crown 


ALBANY. New York (AP) 
by 2 


The Soviet Union, led by 286- 
poond (130-kilogramme) Aleksan- 
der Karelin, swept to its eighth 
consecutive World Cup of Greco- 
Roman wrestling title by topping 
Cuba and the United States 
Sunday. 

Karelin, 20, built up a 13-0 lead 
and eventually won by a disqual- 
ification over 1984 Olympic gold 
medalist Jeff Blatnick of the Un- 
ited States to rap the Soviet 
team's 9-1 victory over the Un- 
ited States in the final round of 
competition. 

Cuba finished second and the 
United States third in the two-day 


competition at the state universi- 
ty at Albany. 

For the Soviet Union, the com- 
petition reaffirmed its superiority 
in the sport. In both a 9-1 victory 
over a team from Scandinavia in 


the morning and the victory over 
the United States, the Soviets' 


only losses came in 125-pound 
(57-kilogramme) weight class be- 
cause of forfeits. 

The Soviet entry in that categ- 
ory, Nukh Yakhyaev, suffered a 
partial dislocation of the shoulder 
in a match against Cuba 
Saturday. 

To catch the Soviets and 
Cubans, the United States needs 


more training, said'U.S. coach' 
Joe Denieo. 

“We need to be training at a 
higher level,” Demeo said. 

“It’s early in the season for 
them (the wrestlers). The Soviets 
sent their number two guys who 
are hungry and training hard.” 

Soviet national wrestling coach 
Rustan Kazakov, an Olympic 
gold medalist in 1972, attributed 
tiie Soviet success to superior 
coaching. 

“We have a great number of 
excellent coaches in our coun- 
try," Kazakov said. “They are 
really experienced in teaching de- 
tails. strategy and preparation.” 



FLYING CATCH: Amman Club goalie Khalid Abdul Fattab 
leaps to catch a flying kick as A1 Hussein Chib striker Zeid Olweh 
watches. A1 Hussein team trounced Amman 4/2 (2/0 halftime) in 


Monday’s match, played within the national Premier League 
Championships (Photo by Yussef AI ’Allan) 


Navratilova downs Soviet 
teenager for 8th Slims title 


CHICAGO (AP) — It was some- 
what of a surprise to Martina 
Navratilova that she was facing 
16-year-old from the Soviet Un- 
ion in the championship of the 
$150,000 Virginia Slims of Chica- 
go tennis tournament. But it 
didn't shake her game. 

“I was a little more creative from 
the baseline,” Navratilova said, 
after beating unseeded Natalia 
Zvereva 6-1, 6-2. on Sunday to 
capture her eighth Chicago title. 


In the doubles championship. 
Claudia Kohde-Kilsch of West 
Germany, and Helena Sukova of 
Czechoslovakia, the top seeds, 
downed the United Stales’ Zina 
Garrison and Lori McNeil 6-4, 
6-3. 

The top-seeded Navratilova 
played a baseline game with long 
volleys. She was able to score 
several points on well-placed 
drop shots and passing shots 
while executing outstanding lobs 


IOC chief arrives in Seoul 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC) President Juan Anto- 
nio Samaranch arrived Monday 
for a four-day visit to check pre- 
parations for the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. 


He made his last visit here 
during the 10th Asian Games in 
September 1986. The Seoul 
Olympic Games are to begin next 
Sept. 17. 

imaranch was met on arrival 


by Park Seh-Jik. president of the 
Seoul Olympic Organising Com- 
mittee. 

He is to be briefed on the Seoul 
Games and inspect Olympic faci- 
lities, including a swimming pool 
that is the only competition site 
not completed, SLOOC officials 
said. 

They said Samaranch will also 
attend a reception where the 
pests will sample food planned 
tor athletes’ menus during the 
Olympics. 


Rangers land Jets 
with 6-4 NHL win 


„,eNP‘ 



NEW YORK (API — The Ran- 
gers snapped an eight-game. 
National Hockey League (NHL) 
losing streak, their longest in 24 
years, as Walt Poddubny scored 
two goals and assisted on another 
to help New York beat the Win- 
nipeg Jets 64 Sunday night. 

Also on Sunday Defenseman 
Phil Housley scored his 12th and 
13th goals of the season to spark 
the Buffalo Sabres to a 5-4 NHL 
triumph over the Toronto Maple 


Leafs Sunday night. 

In Chicago, Steve Larmer 
broke a third-period tie with Chi- 
cago's fourth power-play goal of 
the game, leading the Blackhawks 
to a 5-4 NHL victory over the 
Edmonton Oilers Sunday night. 


Elsewhere Brent Hull scored 
three consecutive goals in the 
third period to lead the Calgaiy 
Flames over the Vancouver 
Canucks 84 Sunday night. 


Lakers remain unbeaten 


;goN £X 


NEW YORK (AP) — After the 
Los Angeles Lakers scored more 
than 70 points in each half, coach 
Pat Riley had to admit that the 
team is on a roll. 

“We’re starting to break 
through offensively,” Riley said 
after the Lakers stayed unbeaten 
with a 147-130 victory over the 
San Antonio Spurs on Sunday 
night. “I’m pleased, but not satis- 
fied. Work still has to be done on 
our defence.” 


The victory gave the Lakers a 
6-0 record, the team's best start 


ever, spanning 12 years in Minne- 
sota and 27 in southern Cali- 
fornia. 

“It’s a positive way to start the 
season,” said Kareem Abdul-Jab- 
bar, who scored 19 points but was 
only the fifth-lead mg scorer for 
the Lakers. “It’s still too early to 
claim that we're the best Laker 
team ever, but it’s a good confi- 
dence builder." 

In other NBA games Sunday, it 
,was Boston 103. Indiana 98; 
Washington 113, New Jersey 109; 
Houston 108, Seattle 106; and 
Milwaukee 112, Atlanta 103. 
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Kareem Abdul Jabbar in action 


Celtics 163, Pacers 98 


Boston also stayed unbeaten 
after six games as Larry Bird 
scored 24 points and Danny 
Ainge 21 against Indiana. The 
Celtics led 61-53 at halftime after 
hitting 68 per cent of its shots in 
the first quarter and 65 per cent in 
the second period. But the Pacers 


got as close as a point three times 
in the fourth quarter, the last 
time at 91-90 with 6:46 left. Bos- 
ton then scored the next seven 
points to regain control. 

Bullets 113, Nets 109 


Washington kept New Jersey 
winless after four games as Moses 
Malone had 28 points and 17 
rebounds and Jeff Malone 25 
points. 






Seoul to send 4 teams to 
scale Himalayan peaks 




■>- V 


KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) - 
South Korea will send four teams 
to try to climb Himalayan peaks 
in the winter climbing season 
starting Dec. 1, Nepal’s ministry 
of tourism said Sunday. 

Announcing expeditions 
approved for the season, ending 
Feb. 15, the ministry said Japan 
will send three teams, Poland and 
Yugoslavia two each and the Un- 
ited States and Canada one each. 

An eight-member Korean 
Alpine Club team led by Hahm 
Tak-Young, 44, of Seoul, will try 
to climb the world's tallest peak, 
the 8,848-metre Mount Everest. 

A Korean group led by Sang Moo- 
Jung, 49. of Pusan, will tackle the 
8,586-metre Kangchenjunga, the 


world’s third tallest peak. 

V. A team led by Park Sooq-Jo, 
4L* of Won ju,‘ plans to climb the 
&5&5-metre Yalungkang.-and 
Seoul's 38-year-old Chung Jin- 
Yang will try to put his men atop 
both the 8,201-metre Cho-Oyu 
and the 7,743-metre Ngojumba- 
kang. 

Two of the Japanese teams 
plans to tackle Annapurna 1. 

A 14-member Gumma Alpine 
Club team led by Kuniaki Yagi- 
bara, 41 , of Maebashi, will try foe 
south face route and a four- 
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member Kamoshika Alpine Gub 
expedition led by Yoshitomi 


Okura, 36, up Tokyo, will try the 
north face route up the 8,091- 
metre mountain. 
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FOR RENT 


Furnished or unfurnished house, centrally heated, 2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, wall-to-wall carpet, wall paper, ALNO kitchen, with 
terrace, big garden, garage and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, behind Ambassador Hotel. 


Phone daily: 624668 or 817086. 


FEEL CLEAN 


LOOK CLEAN 
KAIS DRYCLEAN 


* Shoe repair 
while you wait 

* Key cutting 

* Darning 

* Engraving 


Your 5 star laundry 
1 hour service 


* * * * * 


Professional drycleaning for suedes, leather & furs 


BRANCHES: Housing Bank Shopping Centre, tel: 
679947. 


AI Jaber Centre, Mecca Str„ behind Pizza Hut, tel: 
821656 




FOR RENT 


Course Repeated! 

Two furnished apartments and two unfurnished apartments: 3 
bedrooms. 3 baths, sitting room, dining room, central heating, 
telephone, reasonable rent, beautiful views, Montessori day care 
centre, 3 minute walk to Shmeisani Centre. 

Please call Naser, tel. 819500 


SELF-ESTEEM ENHANCEMENT 

FREE PREVIEW SESSION — Open to anyone 

6:00 p.m., Sunday, November 22 
at the American Community School. 

For further information contact Dr. Jim Henry. 

Tel: 843555, ext. 2794 or 3938. 
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DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 
Suitable for diplomatic missions and 
embassies. 

The villa consists of 3 storeys: 

— First floor includes large salons, office and spacious kitchen. 

— Second floor includes 5 bedrooms, spacious salon and verandas. 

— Third lloor is roof covered with red tile. 

Tolal area ol villa. 750 sq.m. 

Provided with large garden and garage 

Please call: 680760, from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

r ? n * deluxe furnished fiats in Abdoun district consist- 
ai* one r ? oni with utilities and three rooms with utilities 
central heating, separate water and electric- 
ity and deluxe finishings. 

Call tel: 810644, Amman, Madam Freih {Umm Issa). 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


1cl:h7742U 


Critical Qmdition 
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Cinema 

Tel: *7557;? 

OPERA 

THE HEIRS 


^ Pl-rli imunccs V.VJ. h |(t in 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


THE LIVING 
DAYLIGHTS 
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Economy 

\\j, Iraq to export electricity 
to Turkey and Kuwait 

"*[ ~ * s t0 ex P° rt electric power to 

■ - - ? rke /^ m< ? th ' ar a rate oim million kilbwan per 
hour (k^, according to Iraqi Heavy Industries Minister AbSul 
Tawab Mulla Huwaish. 

The minister said technical arrangements relating to the instaJla- 
- ' tron of power lines and transforming stations had been completed by 
the two countries in preparation for the commissioning of the first 
. stage. 

- ; 5; The project, he said, included two stages — 70 megawatt with a 
• . : capacity of 400 million KWH and 500 megawatt with a capacity of 

three million KWH. v 3 

Technical studies were underway in the two countries for the 
;gp^; implementation of the second .stage, the minister added. 

I LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange ancf bullion markets Monday. 
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Arabs urged to set up 
joint stock market 


Dollar, stocks rally in Asia and Europe 


One Sterling 
One U.S. doll 


One ounce of gold 


1.7405/15 

1.3155/65 

1.7158/65 

1.9325/35 

1.4120/30 

35.83/86 

5.7935/60 

1257/1258 

137.15/25 

6.1525/75 

6.4850/4950 

6.6100/50 

461.30/461.80 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Profit-taking took some prices off their highs in 
modest afternoon business, but most of the session's heavy "gains 
on President Reagan's remarks about cutting the U.S. budget 
deficit remained intact, dealers said. 

By 1500 GMT Monday the FTSE 100 index was up 49.9 points 
(2.9" per cent) from last Friday's closing to 1,728.2, after a high of 
1,734.8 at 1319 GMT. A higher opening on Wall Street was 
anticipated and to some extent triggered the profit-taking, dealers 
said. 

Prices have climbed steadily throughout the day after President 
Reagan at the weekend said a pact to cut the U.§. budget deficit 
by $80 billion over the next two years could be tied up soon. 

A fall in the Dow Jones industrial average after the first 
half-hour of trading on Wall Street accelerated the profit-taking 
here and by 1523 GMT the FTSE 100 index had fallen back again 
to stand at 1,719.9, still up 41,6 points on the day. 


CAIRO (R) — The chairman of 
the Union of Arab Stock Ex- 
changes (UASE) called on Mon- 
day for the removal of all restric- 
tions to inter-Arab trade and 
urged the setting up of a joint 
Arab stock market. 

Mr. Hisham Al Oteibi, who is 
also director of Kuwait’s stock 
market, was also quoted by the 
Middle East News Agency as 
saying Arab investors should 
have learned a lesson from the 
fall in prices on world stock mar- 
kets. 

“What happened in world 
stock markets was not a crash ... 
it corrected wrong positions as 
the former rise in prices was not 
normal," the agency quoted him 
as saying. 

Mr. Oteibi called on Arab 
countries to remove all restric- 
tions to make their market deal- 
ings easier as a step towards 
creating a joint Arab stock 
market. 

He suggested that central 
banks in Arab countries should 
contribute towards setting up 
such a market. 

Mr. Oteibi is chairing a three- 
day symposium in Cairo on the 
importance of information about 
Arab stock markets. It is being 
attended by the seven UASE 
members — Egypt, Jordan, 
Kuwait. Lebanon. Morocco, 
Sudan and Tunisia. 

On Sunday. Egypt urged Arab 
countries to increase inter-Arab 
investment as a way to avoid 


repercussions from the recent 
world stock market “crash" and 
to help economic development in 
the region. 

Economy Minister Youssri 
Mustapha made the plea at the 
opening session of the UASE 
meeting. 

He said Egypt was ready to 
provide technical and material 
assistance to make this possible. 
Mr. Al Oteibi said Arab stock 
markets should be developed to 
attract funds now invested out- 
side the area and boost economic 
development. 

Mr. Oteibi said the drop in oil 
prices and the fall in the value of 
the dollar were behind trade de- 
ficits from which most Arab 
countries suffered. 

“Some of these countries with- 
drew large portions of their re- 
serves invested abroad to cover 
this deficit,*' he said. 

He suggested Arab states 
should provide better conditions 
to develop local stock markets to 
attract more Arab funds and fi- 
nance projects that would help 
strengthen trade. 

Mr. Mustapha told the meeting 
that 40 per cent of Egypt’s 1987- 
92 projected investment prog- 
ramme needed $18 billion from 
the Egyptian private sector, to be 
financed jointly with Arab and 
foreign funds. ‘ 

‘This makes it necessary to 
exert more efforts to attract funds 
into the Egyptian market,” he 
said. 


LONDON (R) — The dollar and shares rallied in 
Europe on Monday after President Reagan forecast 
U.S. budget cuts of $80 billion over two years, but 
investors were nervous, still haunted by concern 
over the U.S. economy. 


Since the “Black Monday" 
crash of share values four weeks 
ago. financial markets have fo- 
cused on the massive U.S. budget 
deficit as a key problem facing 
the world economy. 

The deadline on budget deficit 
talks between the White House 
and the Democrat-controlled 
Congress in Washington is Fri- 
day. President Reagan, a Repub- 
lican, said in his weekly radio 
broadcast on Saturday he ex- 
pected agreement on a budget 
compromise this week. 

Some dealers said the dollar's 
recovery from historic lows early 
last week could be on shaky 
ground and heavy selling of the 
U.S. currency could reemerge. 
One London analyst, comment- 
ing on President Reagan's 
weekend statements, said it was 
“like saying we've agreed to cure 
the patient, we just have to de- 
cide which leg to chop off." 


Nevertheless, the dollar and 
share values powered ahead at 
the start of the week on the 
important Tokyo market, which 
closes before the European day 
begins. 

The dollar opened at 1.7130 
West German marks in London 
on Monday and touched a high of 

I. 7175 in morning trading. It had 
closed at 1.7075 in Tokyo on 
Monday and 1.6875 in New York 
on Friday, unchanged from its 
last London close. 

Stock markets in London, 
Frankfurt, Paris and Amsterdam 
were underpinned on Monday by 
the dollar's strength. A weak 
dollar threatens export earnings 
of European companies and its 
recent falls added to investor 
worries about corporate stock. 

Since the crash on Oct. 19, the 
New York market has risen by 

II. 3 per cent of its value, while 
the London and Tokyo markets 


Italy expects chaos in air 


Plans to rescue Sudan 
Airways anger unions 


ROME (R) — Italy on Monday 
began what could be one of the 
most chaotic weeks for air trans- 
port as ground and flight staff 
srage a series of strikes to press 
demands for new contracts and 
better pensions. 

The Italian media have dubbed 
the next seven days as “the black 
week" for air transport because 
of the many flights expected to be 


cancelled. 

On Monday, ground staff at 
Rome's Leonardo Da Vinci air- 
port, the national hub for Italian 
air traffic, were striking for three 
and a half hours. 

Eight more hours of strikes by 
ground staff, who are pressing 
demands foT a new contract, were 
planned for Wednesday at Rome 
and Milan airports. 


are still down by 18.2 and 12.2 
per cent respectively. At the start 
of the fifth post-crash week most 
analysts were reluctant to fore- 
cast clear treads. 

On Monday gold slipped on the 
dollar’s strength and was fixed in 
London at $4^i .75 an ounce com- 
pared with a previous fix on 
Friday afternoon of $464.95. 

Dealers in Europe said the 
main market factor this week 
would be the deficit cut talks. 

The White House and Con- 
gress must agree on budget-cut- 
ting measures before the end of 
the week. If they do not. the 
revised Gramm-Rudman law 
would automatically trigger a 
spending cut of $23’ billion. 

President Reagan said that 
White House and congressional 
negotiators are discussing $80 bil- 
lion in reductions over two years. 

“I'm confident, this coining 
week, the negotiators will agree 
to a deficit-cutting package that is 
fair and enforceable,” President 
Reagan said in his radio broad- 
cast. 

He said he anticipated agree- 
ment on $30 billion worth of 
deficit cuts in the current fiscal 
year and another $50 billion next 
year. Tlie current year began on 
Oct. 1. 

Mr. Ian Harwood of Warburg 
Securities in London said that, if 
a budget-cutting agreement was' 
reached, the market would quick- 
ly turn its attention to the global 
interest rate picture and the pos- 


sibility of an early meeting of the 
Group of Seven major industrial- 
ised nations and a coordinated 
rale cut. 

European Community finance 
ministers met on Monday in 
Brussels to discuss joint economic 
and monetary strategies in re- 
sponse to the turmoil on world 
financial markets. 

in London, the blue-chip 
Financial Times/Stock Exchange 
index of 1U0 leading British 
shares opened 29.2 points or 1.7 
per cent up at 1.707.5 and had 
gone past 1.730 by lunchtime. 

In Frankfurt, the Boersen- 
Zeitung index of 30 leading 
shares started 3.30 points or 1.1 
per cent higher at 292.57 points. 
But dealers said turnover was 
thin and domestic and foreign 
investors were wary. 

French share prices were 
broadly firmer and the bourse 
indicator there posted gains of 
4.73 per cent at the session's 
opening. The All Share Swiss in- 
dex was 16.1 points higher at 
S45.3 points and the Milan stock 
index was indicated up 0.6 per 
cent at the start of trade. 

The Tokyo stock market's 225- 
share average gained 167.18 
points to close" at 22.615.43 after a 
901.75 point surge on Friday. 

In Sydney, stocks rebounded 
from early losses to close sharply 
higher 3fter investors shrugged 
of? initial pessimism ftom Wall 
Street’s downturn on Friday. 


Eurotunnel gets crucial 
boost from underwriters 
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BiB HOROSCOPE 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: It 
would be advisable to nee more 
than ordinary effort In reducing 
your ideas to a mam practical and 
workable level this morning. Be 
kind and though tfol to your friends 
and family today. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You 
must use more tact and wisdom 
when planning your day because 
you're worried about something. Be 
very thoughtful of your mate and 
gain much support. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) At- 
tempt to remove obstacles bom 
your path rather than trying to bnr- 
dle them. Avoid a friend who ia too 
nosy today, there may be ulterior 
motives at work. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Carefully consider your credit ami 
career situations this mo rni ng . This 
is not s good day to ask favors of 
friends or important people. Youll 


From the Carrofl FSghter Institute 

VDENCIE& It in stride and everything will work 
ia to use more out. Don't let a grumpy associate 
rt In reducing disturb your thoughts. 
re practical and LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Set 
a morning. Be up e better budget to follow et 
I to your friends home. Discuss bow to make a pro- 
duct move faster with a clever 
to Apr. 19) You business associate. Be very careful 

dt and wisdom while driving tonight 
ir day because SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) 
t something. Be Cut conversations down to a 
your mate and minimum with fellow workers. If 


probably be turned down. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Consider the possibility of 
getting into a new and possibly 
quite lucrative business venture. 
Reappraise a newcomer before ac- 
cepting this person. 

LEO (JnL 22 to Aug. 21) Relent 
your usual stubbomess and do 
what your mate wants today, even 
though you don't especially like the 
activity. Carefully review your 
financial situation. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) A 
public matter b not working out as 
you'd like, but take this situation 


vour mate iaupaetthbevenlng.be 
kind. This ia not a good day to get 
into new amusem e nts. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Be sure that your home is in 
good condition, and then enjqyan 
inexpensive entertainment with 
friends. Be tactful with a family 
biend tonight. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Postpone a little trip you bad 
planned, and work cm necessary 
home repairs instead. Your com- 
xmmicatian glcfll* are not up to par 
today, so don't argue. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Safeguard your property and 
possessions daring the day, and do 
not visit a friend this evening. Set 
up a better budget. Use much care 
in motion today. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You 
may foe! stifled and irritable 
because things are not working as 
rapidly as you'd like. Keep a 
measured pace and all will be fine. 
Be contemplative. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Govern- 
ment plans to save Sudan Air- 
ways, the national carrier, from 
plunging deeper into the red have 
touched a raw nerve for Sudan's 
powerful trade unions. 

Prime Minister Sadeq AI 
Mahdi's government wants the 
company, one of the oldest air- 
lines in Africa, changed from a 
public- corporation to a company 
with shares initially held by the 
government. 

It says this would bring flexibil- 
ity and an improvement of notor- 
iously bad services. But the cost 
wduld be lost jobs for hundreds 
of employees, with others having 
to be rehired on new terms. 

Sudan Airways has been in the 
red virtually since it acquired its 
initial fleet of De Havilland 
Doves in 1947. A management 
statement last week said its deficit 
in foreign currency alone had 
reached a staggering $18.4 mil- 
lion. 

Union leaders readily admit 
that the airline’s performance is 
poor and agree with government 
views that it had to be stream- 
lined by turning it into a com- 
pany. 

“But it should not be done at 
the expense of a single job," said 
Mr. Imad Al Din Babikr, a lead- 
ing member in one of the com- 
pany's unions. 

Mr. Babikr and other union 
leaders also object to what they 


see as government plans to priva- 
tise the company. And they sus- 
pect the International Monetary 
Fund was behind the proposed 
changes as part of an agreement 
on economic policies reached in 
September between Sudan and 
the Fund. 

The government ■ denies that 
the airline overhaul has anything 
to do with the agreement, and 
says plans to improve the com- 
pany's performance have been in 
the offing since late last year. 

Nearly 75 per cent of the esti- 
mated 2,800 employees of the 
airline have been on strike since 
Oct. 29 to protest at the loss of 
jobs, but the company’s new 
management is unmoved. 

“There is a terrible overstaffing 
problem in the company. We 
have 2,800 people, but we only 
need 1,800." the airline manager, 
Sir Al Khitm Mahjoub, told Reu- 
ters. 

The company suspended all 
flights on Oct. 30 for five days to 
allow for its restructuring. 

Aviation experts say Sudan 
Airways' sad record as an unreli- 
able company is largely due to its 
dwindling fleet. 

The U.S.-educated Mahjoub, 
who worked for the Saudi flag 
carrier Saudia for 1 1 years before 
he took over Sudan Airways, said 
the company had a single Fokker 
aircraft in service when he joined 
late last year. 


Major Australian bank hikes 
reserves for doubtful debts 


MELBOURNE (R) — Austra- 
lia's second largest bank said on 
Monday it had sharply increased 
its cushion against Third World 
debts and any arising from the 
share market’ crash. 

The Australia and New Zea- 
land Banking Group (ANZ) set 
aside 332.05 million dollars 
($231.5 million) in the year to 
Sept. 30, 1987 as a provision for 
bad and doubtful debts — almost 
double the figure for 1985/86. 

The sharp increase reflected 
plans of the group’s 22 Third 
World debtors to reschedule their 
borrowings and included a buffer 
for any unseen bad debts from 
the stock market slump, ANZ 
Managing Director Will Bailey 
told a news conference. 

“We’re very comfortable with 
our levels of provisioning ... 1 can 
sleep better for it,” Mr. Bailey 
said. A detailed assessment of 
risks in the wake of the slump 
showed ANZ had minimal expo- 
sure. 

“We haven’t lost one cent from 
any of the activities of so-called 
entrepreneurs because in each 
case we looked at die complete 
deal, made certain it was safe and 
knew where the repayments were 
coming from," he noted. 

Despite the increased bad debt 
shield, representing almost a 


third of the banks' 1.52 billion 
dollars ($1 .04 billion) exposure to 
the Third World, the bank posted 
a record profit. 

After tax profit for the year 
ended Sept. 30 rose 21 per cent to 
385.15 million dollars ($264 mil- 
lion) on gross income also 21 per 
cent higher at 8.08 billion dollars 
($5.5 billion). 

ANZ has about 25 per cent of 
the Australian Trading Bank 
market and similar shares in 
other banking sectors, behind 
Westpac Banking Corp with ab- 
out 29- per cent, according to 
banking analysts. 

The ANZ profit, higher than 
analysts forecast, was helped by a 
158 million dollar ($108.6 mil- 
lion ) pension fund suiplus used to 
aid the debt provisioning. 

“It is a satisfactory result with 
some very prudent provisioning," 
said banking analyst Craig Drum- 
mond of Melbourne broker J.B. 
Were and Son. 

Mr. Bailey said the bank was 
still doing business with at least 
16 Third World debtors and 
wanted to keep doing so. 

“We don’t want it (the debt) 
repaid. We want it serviced,” Mr. 
Bailey said. "It’s terribly easy to 
put your money into the safest 
risk on the world and get a low 
return." 


LONDON (R) — The Anglo- 
French consortium which plans to 
build an rail tunnel between Bri- 
tain and France said on Monday 
that underwriters had come for- 
ward to back a crucial issue of 
shares to raise around $1.3 bil- 
lion. 

A spokesman for the consor- 
tium, Eurotunnel, said the neces- 
sary underwriting for the public 
issue of stock worth £770 million 
($1.3 billion) had been found, 
clearing a big hurdle in the bid to 
have toe runnel under the chan- 
nel dug and open for traffic by 
1993. 

The underwriting, in which fi- 
nance houses from Britain, 
France, Japan, Saudi Arabia and 
the United States agreed to take 
up stock not sold in Wednesday’s 
launch, means Eurotunnel will be 
able to draw on a £5 billion ($8.75 
billion) credit from international 
banks. 

The banks had stipulated that it 
would have to show it could raise 
cash in the stock markets before 
they would let it draw on the loan 
money. 

Market analysts said the signs 
were that the stock issue, at £3.50 
($6.1) a unit, would be oversub- 
scribed and there was little 
chance the underwriters would 
have to pick up unsold shares. 

Investors in France and Britain 
will buy in units of two shares 
each — one a share in the French 
company Eurotunnel S.A. and 
the other in the British firm Euro- 


tunnel Pic. 

There had been fears that the 
worldwide stock market crash 
since “Black Monday" on Wall 
Street four weeks ago would 
mean Eurotunnel could have 
problems in completing the share 
issue. 

But some analysts said it 
seemed applications would have 
to’ be scaled down because of 
demand. Shareholders have been 
promised travel privileges linked 
to the size of their holding. 

The link will consist of a 50- 
kilometre twin bore railway tun- 
nel and total cost is estimated at 
some £4.7 billion ($8.72 billion). 
Preliminary drilling has already 
begun. 

Britain's Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper said publisher Robert 
Maxwell had agreed to under- 
write £37 million worth of the 
shares. 

The report said Mr. Maxwell 
would raise the capital from his 
Pergamon Group Ltd publishing 
firm and its pension funds. 

A spokesman for Mr. Maxwell 
said: “We don’t comment on 
rumours.” 

But sources close to the pub- 
lisher said he had agreed to 
underwrite at least 10 per cent of 
the £353.5 million ($600 million) 
British portion of the share issue. 

Eurotunnel said last week it 
hoped to place between 30 per 
cent to 50 per cent of the British 
shares with institutional inves- 
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26 die in 


DENVER (AP) — Investigators were studying tlae 
wreckage Monday of a Continental Airlines jet that 
passengers say veered sharply during takeoff in a 
snowstorm before crashing, killing 26 and injuring 
56> 



The twin-engine DC-9, taking 
off with 82 people aboard, flipped 
over and broke into three pieces 
Sunday in the deadliest crash of 
Stapleton International Airport's 

55- year history. 

Bob Johnson, chief of the De- 
nver office of the National Trans- 
portation Safety Board, said up 
to 50 investigators will study the 
wreckage and other evidence for 
the next seven to 10 days. 

A report of probable cause 
may not be available for months, 
depending on when hearings are 
scheduled, he said. 

Continental and airport offi- 
cials refused to speculate on the 
cause, but witnesses said the DC- 
9 was barely off the ground when 
it hit the slushy runway. 

“The right wing dropped, and* 
we veered to the right.” said 
passenger Fred H. Helpenstell. a 

56- year-old physician. “Then the 
left wing dropped and we veered 
to the left and crashed.” 


Navy Lt. Curtis Renfro, an 
aviation maintenance officer, saw 
the crash from another Continen- 
tal flight landing on a parallel 
runway. 

“That flight lasted five 
seconds, maybe six,” he said. 
“Tie last time I saw it (the 
plane), it was grossly tilted. He 
was actually up on tus starboard 
wing. When that happens, the 
phot tries to flip to left to correct. 
He may have overcompensated.” 

The plane's black box, contain- 
ing cockpit voice and data recor- 
ders, was recovered and being 
held for the investigators. 

Kevin Fleming, airport opera- 
tions manager, said a thin layer of 
wet snow was on the runway, but 
conditions were normal for heavy 
snowstorms at Stapleton. 

Helpenstell was one of many 
who suffered minor injuries, 
although he was trapped two 
hours. He was treated for 


hypothermia, as were several 
who spent hours inside the 
crushed wreckage before being 
freed. 

“I remember thinking, ‘I’m ab- 
out to die this is it' 'and Lhen I 
wondered what's it going to feel 
like " Helpenstell said. 

Libby Smoot, who escaped vir- 
tually unharmed, said she and 
other passengers “were petri- 
fied." 

“We were skidding on our side 
and eating dirt.” she said. “A lot 
of people were screaming. A ball 
of flame passed by us as we were 
skidding along." 

The 56 injured were trans- 
ported to hospitals. Most were 
taken to Denver General Hospit- 
al. Those not seriously injured 
were released within hours. 

Three crewmembers, including 
the pilot and first officer, were 
among those killed. 

Flight 1713 originated in Okla- 
homa City and was en route to 
Boise. Idaho. 

Snow had been fallin g most of 
the day in Denver and airport 
officials said visibility was low 
and flights were hampered by 
strong crosswinds. At least 6 in- 


crash 


ches (15 centimetres) of new, wet 
snow had fallen by midday. 

Officials in the control tower 
saw a fireball on the north-south 
runway and later speculated that 
the fire came from wing tanks 
that exploded when the left wing 
separated from the plane's body. 

The deaths and injuries were 
not caused by fire, officials said. 

The fuselage broke into three 
main pieces and many of the 
passengers were trapped inside, 
some up to six hours. 

The plane came to rest about 
2,500 feet (760 metres) from the 
end of the 10,000-foot-long 
(3,050-metre-long) runway with 
bodies, injured passengers and 
wreckage strewn along the 
ground. 

Airport spokesman Richard 
Boulware described tbe scene as 
a “jungle gym of mangled 
metal.” 

As crews worked to remove 
victims, one man emerged almost 
unscathed five hours later, said 
police detective John Wyckoff. 
The man. who was not identified, 
walked to an ambulance and was 
driven away sitting up. Wyckoff 
said. 


U.S. team may have role in Nicaraguan talks 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (Agen- 
cies) — Nicaragua’s senior Ro- 
man Catholic clergyman says a 
team of experienced U.S. nego- 
tiators could help mediate cease- 
fire talks between the Sandinista 
government and the contra re- 
bels. 

But tbe clergyman. Archbishop 
Miguel Ob an do Y Bravo, made 
clear Sunday he had not yet 
accepted the government's prop- 
osal that he serve as chief 
mediator in the ceasefire talks. 

Cardinal Obando Y Bravo said 
he was awaiting for authorisation 
bv the nine-member Conference 
of Nicaraguan Bishops, of which 
he is president, to assume the 
leadership of the mediation 
effort. 

He said he also wants assur- 
ances that both sides would con- 
sider him “not a simple messen- 
ger, but an intermediary who 
could make suggestions both to 
the government of Nicaragua as 
well as to the resistance." 

The suggestion that American 
negotiators join the ceasefire 
talks came from U.S. House 
Speaker Jim Wright, who re- 
ceived visits last week from Car- 
dinal Obando Y Bravo and 
Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega. The cardinal at the time 
said that if he agreed to mediate, 
he would like help from experi- 
enced advisers. 

A church spokesman, Mons- 
ingnor Bismarck Carballo, said 
Sunday in Managua that the San- 


dinistas have endorsed the parti- 
cipation of the four. 

Carballo identified them as 
Paul C. Wamke, head of the 
Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency under former President 
Jimmy Carter; Ed King, a retired 
colonel who has studied Central 
American armies; Wilson Morris, 
an aide to Mr. Wright and 
Richard Pena, who has worked 
with Mr. Wright on Central 
American issues. 

Whether the four join the pro- 
cess depends on the contras’ re- 
sponse. Cardinal Obando Y Bra- 
vo said Sunday. 

He said he would not comment 
on Mr. Wright’s proposal or any 
other aspect of the possible nego- 
tiations until he formally 
accepted the mediation post. 

Cardinal Obando Y Bravo ten- 
tatively accepted the position 
during a two-hour meeting with 
Mr. Ortega at the Vatican embas- 
sy in Washington on Friday. 

He also agreed to convey to the 
rebels an 11-point cease-fire plan 
that Mr. Ortega proposed. 

Mr. Ortega’s plan calls for a 
ceasefire to begin on Dec. 5 and 
for contras inside Nicaragua to 
move to one of three ceasefire 
zones. The rebels would lay down 
their arms on Jan. 5, before 
independent observers, and then 
be granted amnesty. 

Leaders of the contras’ Nicara- 
guan Resistance umbrella group 
have not yet formally received 


Minister says Ganilau 
accepted Fijian presidency 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — Fiji's former governor- 
general, Ratu Sir Penaia Ganilau, 
is to become the -republic’s first 
president, Fijian Information 
Minister Ratu Inoke Kubuabola 
said Monday. 

In an interview with Radio 
New Zealand, Inoke said Ganilau 
had accepted the post following 
repeated offers from Brig'. 
Sitiveni Rabuka. who staged a 
military coup on Sept. 25 and 
removed Ganilau as governor- 
general. 

But Inoke was unable to say if 
former Prime Minister Ratu Sir 
Kamisese Mara had accepted 
Brig. Rabuka’s offer to become 
prime minister. 

Ganilau is a high chief and 
wields widespread influence in 
Fiji, a nation of some 300 islands 
about 3.200 kilometres north east 
of Sydney, Australia. 

He served as Queen Elizabeth 
II’s executive representative in 
the former British colony until 


Brig. Rabuka toppled the govern- 
ment. abrogated the constitution 
and declared himself head of 
state. 

Mara, in Australia for medical 
treatment, governed Fiji from in- 
dependence in 1970 until he was 
defeated by Timoci Bavadra in 
elections in April. 

Bavadra’s Indian-dominated 
cabinet was overthrown on May 
14 in the first of two military 
coups by Brig. Rabuka. 

Brig. Rabuka said he staged 
the coups to protect the political 
rights of ethnic Fijians, who com- 
prise 47 per cent of Fiji’s 715,(KK) 
population. The Indian descen- 
dants of indentured workers 
make up 49 per cent. 

Brig. Rabuka last Friday said 
he would return to the barracks 
once a president and a prime 
minister were named. He said 
Ganilau would become president 
and Mara would be head of gov- 
ernment. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CBABLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
etfiM TnouM MwSa Santo**. me. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Neither vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

*AQ ™52 '■'‘983 +AK52 

Your partner opens the bidding 
with one heart. What do you 
respond? 

Q.2 — As South with 60 on score 
and neither side vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*A 9AK9872 OAKQ10 *83 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
2 7 Pass 2 NT 4* 

y 

What action do you take? 

q .3 As South, vulnerable, you 

hold: . , 

4AKJ93 t?A1093 vK102 *9 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
tiie bidding with one diamond. 
What action do you take? 

q ,4 as South, vulnerable, you 


hold: 

*AK6 ?AQ5 QJ872 *AQ6 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

Faaa l * ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ873 VKQ762 *103 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South 'West 

1 ? Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 2 *> Pass 

2 ? Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*7 vKJ9S 0QJ106 4AQ83 

The bidding has proceeded; 

East Sooth West North 

1 * Dbl Pass Pass 

Pass 

What is your opening lead? 


Mr. Ortega's proposal but, based 
on news accounts, have conde- 
mned it as tantamount to sur- 
render. 

Mr. Ortega told Newsweek 
magazine that Honduras has 
proposed a deal in which Nicara- 
guan rebel tamps along the bor- 
der would be dismantled and 
Managua would withdraw troops 
from the area. 

“There's a very important new 
proposal from Honduras ... What 
they would do is withdrawal all of 
the U.S. military presence and 
they would be willing to disman- 
tle the contra camps and disarm 
the contras,” Mr. Ortega said in 
the interview in the Nov. 23 issue. 

“They would be willing 
through a mutual agreement to 
establish a line of security along 
the border between Honduras 
and Nicaragua, with representa- 
tives of otter countries outside 
the region.” Mr. Ortega said. 

“In exchange, Nicaragua 
would not mine the border zones 
with Honduras, not allow Nicara- 
guan troops to make incursions to 
the contras’ bases in Honduras, 
withdraw our heavy artillery a 
certain distance from the bor- 
der... and also establish regula- 
tions on armament levels,” Mr. 
Ortega added. 

He also told the magazine that 
Honduras has offered itself as the 
site of meetings between the Un- 
ited States-and Nicaragua if they 
are agreed upon. 

Malaysia 
arrests more 
opposition 
leaders 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysian police have detained 
six more people, five of them 
Muslim opposition leaders, bring- 
ing the total aiTested to 103 in the 
country's biggest political and 
security crackdown in a decade. 

Deputy Inspector of Police Tan 
Sri Jaffar Abdul released the fi- 
gure to reporters on Monday but 
declined to give details. 

He said there was no immedi- 
ate plan to free the 103 detainees, 
who include politicians, social re- 
formers, environmentalists, 
academics and trade unionists - 

Malaysia has made the arrests, 
banned political rallies, and 
closed three newspapers in a cam- 
paign which officials say aims to 
reduce tension between Malays 
and Chinese. 

Police declined to name the 
latest detainees. 


Japanese 
volcano 
erupts again 

TOKYO (AP) — A volcano that 
forced the evacuation of an island 
south of Tokyo a year ago 
erupted Monday, spewing a col- 
umn of white smoke and trigger- 
ing hundreds of small earth- 
quakes, but causing no immedi- 
ate damage, officials said. 

“There was a sudden bang 
from above, not from the ground, 
and the roof of our building 
shook shaiply,” said a govern- 
ment official on Oshima Island 
1 10 kilometres south of Tokyo. 

A television reporter flying 
over the island in a helicopter 
reported seeing a column of white 
smoke as high as 2,000 metres 
above the crater of Mount 
Mihara. 


Chun formally 
announces 

election date 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
President Chun Doo-Hwan 
announced Monday that the first 
direct presidential elections in 16 
years will be held Dec. 16, and 
police went on nationwide alert 
after a weekend of campaign vio- 
lence. 

Mr. Chun, formally announc- 
ing the date that was decided on 
last week, warned against allow- 
ing provincialism ana violence to 
disrupt the election. 

“The peaceful transfer of pow- 
er can be achieved only through a 
peaceful election.” he said. 

Immediately after Mr. Chun’s 
announcement, representatives 
for government candidate Roh 
Tae-Woo and main opposition 
candidates Kim Young-Sam, Kim 
Dae-Jung and Kim Jong-Pil reg- 
istered them to run. 

Minor party candidates Kim 
Sun-Chuk and Shin Chung-H also 
registered with tbe election com- 
mission. Candidates must register 
by next Monday. 


Aquino elated by top 
rebel leader’s arrest 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Gunmen killed a Philippine Navy 
lieutenant early Monday, and gov-’ 
eminent leaders said they were 
pleased with the capture of a top 
guerrilla leader. 

Police said two gunmen wear- 
ing jogging pants bounced a bas- 
ketball as they waited for Lt. 
Celso Dela Cruz at a bus stop 

near the officer's home in Man- 
ila’s Pandacan district. 

When Lt. Dela Cruz, who was 
in civilian clothes, sat down in a 
passenger jeep, one of the gun- 
men walked up to him and shot 
him at close range, Police Cpl. 
Elpidio Finzon said. 

Although police said they bad 
no evidence that Communist re- 
bels were responsible, Pinzon 
said “the style looks like that of 
the sparrows,” or Communist 
assassins blamed for more than 
130 killin gs in Manila this year. 

Meanwhile, the military chief 
of staff told reporters Monday 
that President Corazon Aquino 
was “highly elated” by the cap- 
ture Sunday of Juanito Rivera, 
the alleged vice chairman of the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines (CPP) and a reputed expert 
m political assassination. 

“we are very happy that his 


arrest has taken place,” Gen. 
Fidel Ramos said after briefing 
Mrs. Aquino on the capture. 
“Maybe we can say we have dealt 
(the rebels) a severe blow, but as 
far as bending or neutralising or 
predicting any deadline for vic- 
tory, I think we will stay clear of 
that for a while.” 

Presidential spokesman 
Teodoro Benigno said Rivera's 
capture “emphasises the deter- 
mination of the government to 
roll back and even resolve the 
Communist insurgency.” 

General killed in crash 

The deputy commander of the 
military's Southern Command 
and seven otters died when their 
helicopter struck a tree on takeoff 
and crashed on Basil an Island, 
the military said Monday. 

Lt. Rommel Ronda ; an air 
force spokesman, said Brig. 
Gen. Arturo Asuncion and eight 
otters were returning to Zam- 
boanga City from Basilan, some 
880 kilometres south of Manila, 
after ceremonies Sunday marking 
the 57tt anniversary of a marine 
brigade. 


7 Tamil rebels killed in 
battle with Indian troops 


COLOMBO (R) — Indian troops 
hunting Tamil separatist guerril- 
las killed seven of them and 


wounded at least 20 in a battle in 
eastern Sri Lanka, military r 
sources said on Monday. 

They said a large quantity of 
arms and amm unition was seized 
in the clash on Sunday in Battica- 
Ioa district. The rebels withdrew 
into the jungle carrying the 
wounded, the sources said. 

The independent Sun newspap- 
er said 27 rebels were killed in the 
battle but there was no official 
confirmation. 

One source said two Indian 
soldiers searching for rebels in 
the northern Jaffna peninsula 
were killed on Sunday when the 
guerrillas set off a mine under 
their vehicle at Sudumalai. 

The sources said the Indians 
were searching Sudumalai vicin- 
ity following intelligence reports 
that Libe ration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) leader Vfelupillai 
Prabhakaran and his deputy, 
Mahattaya, were hiding there. 


The sources said several sus- 
pected rebels were rounded up, 
but Prabhakaran and his deputy 
were not among them. 

More than 20,000 Indian 
troops have been deployed in the 
island’s north and east to enforce 
a pact signed between President 
Junius Jayewardene and Indian | 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in' 
July to end the island’s six years 
of ethnic bloodshed. 

The troops launched an offen- 
sive last month to disarm the- 
Tigers, the most powerful rebel 
group seeking an independent 
Tamil homeland, after it repudi- 
ated the accord and massacred 
200 members of the majority 
Sinhalese community. 

The Indians seized the rebels’ 
northern stronghold of Jaffna 
City and have fanned out in the 
east of the island. 

A ship carrying Indian troop 
reinforcements to the island was 
expected to leave Calcutta soon, 
Sri Lankan state radio said. It did 
not give the number of troops. 


Tornado rips through Texas; kills 5 


DALLAS (R) — A violent torna- 
do that smashed through Texas 
on Sunday killed at least five 
people as it flattened buildings, 
blocked roads and ripped up tele- 
phone and power lines. 

As many as 11 deaths had been 
reported but only five could be 
confirmed, police in Austin said. 


With telephone and power 
lines down and roads blocked, 
officials said the full extent of 
injuries and damage . could not 
be immediately determined. 

The tornado travelled along a 
400 kilometre corridor through 
six Texas counties, ending about 
150 kilometres south east of 


Dallas. 

“It wasn’t on the ground all the 
time, it skipped,” one county 
sheriff said. “It tore a path the 
complete length of the county. 

“I know of one two-storey 
brick house that was completely 
destroyed and it was brand new 
— the people had just moved in.” 


Deng voices hopes of meeting Gorbachev 


PEKING (AP) — Deng Xiaping, 
China's senior leader, said Mon- 
day that if the Soviet Union 
brings about a settlement of the 
Kampuchean conflict before his 
S5th birthday, he would fulfill a 
promise to meet Mikhail Gor- 
bachev on Soviet soil. 

Mr. Deng. 83, renewed his 
offer concerning Mr. Gorbachev 
at a meeting with Japan Socialist 
Party Chairwoman Takako Doi, 
Japanese sources said. 

In September 1986, Mr. Deng 
told American journalists with 
CBS News that he was ready to' 
break his self-imposed rule of not 
travelling out of China and would 
meet Mr. Gorbachev anywhere in 
the Soviet Union if Moscow 


caused the withdrawal of Viet- 
namese troops from Kampuchea 
and a peaceful political solution 
to that nation's 9-year-old war. 

The sources, demanding 
anonymity, said Mr. Deng esti- 
mated he would remain healthy 
for another two years, and added 
that he was Miffing to make the 
Soviet trip if the Kampuchean 
question was settled in that 
period. 

Mr. Gorbachev has called for 
improved relations between Mos- 
cow and Peking but China says it 
will not normalise relations, 
strained since the early 1960s. 
until Moscow removes the “three 
obstacles” of Kampuchea, the 
Soviet intervention in Afghanis- 


tan and the heavy Soviet troop 
deployment along the Chinese 
border. 

The ChiGcs? say Kampuchea is 
the most important of the three. 

Mr. Deng said he had seen no 
real Soviet effort to solve the 
Kampuchean conflict since he 
made his offer. 

Mr. Deng spearheaded a drive 
to bring younger people into par- 
ty leadership wnen he retired 
from the Politburo Standing 
Committee and 'several other key 
party posts at a party congress 
earlier this month. But he is 
thought to be in good health and 
is regarded as China's most 
powerful man. 


Brazil to hold direct presidential elections 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Brazilian legislators have cut 
President Jose Sarney’s term 
from six to four years in a humi- 
liating action that implies direct 
presidential elections will be held 
next year for the first time since 
1960, political analysts said. 

The action, taken on Sunday in 
a 48 to 45 vote by a key constitu- 
tional committee, has yet to be 
discussed by the constituent 
assembly, but political analysts 
think it is unlikely that it would 
be reversed. 

With unemployment high and 
inflation spiraling to an annual 
rate of around 300 per cent, 
legislators believe that only a 
popularly elected president can 
restore credibility, analysts said. 

A poll by the newspaper Folha 
De Sao Paulo on Sunday showed 
80 per cent in favour of a cut in 
Mr. Sarney’s term. 

Mr. Saruey succeeded from the 
vice presidency to the presidency 
in 1985 on the death of Tan credo 
Neves, who gained the office 
through indirect election by an 
Electoral College and died 38 
days after his term began. 


Brazil’s last direct presidential 
elections were in 1960 when flam- 
boyant politician Janio Quadras 
was elected with a large majority. 

Mr. Quadras, who took office 
in January 1961, resigned in Au- 
gust that year. 

His vice-president, Joao 
Goulart, was sworn in but was 
ousted in a bloodless military 
coup in March 1964. From then 
until March 1985 the country was 
under military rule. 

The family of Mr. Samey, 
whose PMDB Party supported 
the military government, has 
dominated the impoverished 
north eastern state of Maronhao 
since the 1960’s. 

Mr. Samey said in his first 
cabinet meeting after becoming 
president that he wanted to serve 
only four of his six-year term, “in 
accordance with. Tancredo 
Neves’ wishes.” 

According to the timetable 
proposed by Mr. Neves, direct 
elections for president were to be 
held in 1988 and swearing in of a 
new democratically elected presi- 
dent in 1989. 


But as opinion polls at first 
approved his performance as 
head of Latin America’s largest 
country, Mr. Samey seemed to 
have changed his mind. 

His popularity enjoyed ratings 
of over 80 per cent after the. 
launching of the Crazado Plan, a 
price freeze introduced by his 
government on Feb. 28. 1986. ■ 

Because of the prize freeze, the 
PMDB Party achieved the biggest 
electoral win of the country's 
political history in polls last year. 

The party won 22 of the 23 
state governorships and an abso- 
lute majority in the Senate and 
Chamber of Deputies. 

Nevertheless, one week later, 
before the vote-counting was 
even over, the government intro- 
duced stiff price rises. Since then, 
Mr. Samey’s popularity never 
stopped declining. 

Among likely candidates if 
presidential elections are con- 
firmed next year are: Former 
Finance Minister Dilson Funaro, 
who masterminded the Cruzado 
Plan, Sao Paulo State Senator 
Mario Covas and Sao Paulo State 
Governor Orestes Quercia. 
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Allies honour victims of wartime blunder 

SLAPTON SANDS, England (AP) — Witt tears, tributes and a 
bugler playing taps, the United Stares and Britain have finally 
honoured 74$ Americans killed in a rehearsal for the D-Day 
landings in World War II. A crowd estimated by police at 300 
prayed for the soldiers and sailors who perished off the Devon 
coast in south west England on what came to be known as “the 
night of the bloody tiger.” In driving rain overlooking the slate 
gray English Channel where the men died, officials pulled an 1 
American flag off a plaque commemorating the deaths. For Ken 
Small, a local guesthouse owner, it was the end of a 16-year battle' 
to get some official recognition for the young recruits who lost’ 
their lives on April 28, 1944, when Exercise Tiger turned into a 
real battle. Exercise Tiger started as a mock assault on Slapton 
Sands Beach by 30,0tXKAmerican troops but turned into a real 
battle when nine German E-boats torpedoed tbree amphibious 
■ landing craft. Hundreds were trapped and killed on the landing 
craft. Others died when some Americans opened fire on their own 
boats, thinking they were German, and hundreds were found the 
next morning floating upside down in the water because they had 
put their Mae West Ufe vests around their waists instead of under 
their arms. Charles B. MacDonald, retired deputy chief historian 
of the U.S. Army who researched the exercise, said Saturday he 
believes the death toll was 946 — 749 soldiers and 197 seamen. 

$13m ransom sought in kidnap 

MALAGA, Spain (R) — Kidnappers have asked a Lebanese 
magnate to pay $13 million by Tuesday for the release of his 
five-year-old daughter abducted a week ago on Spam's Costa Del 
Sol," the newspaper ABC said on Monday. The kidnappers 
telephoned ABC instructions on how to find a picture and a 
recorded message of Melodie, the daughter of Raymond 
Nakachian and Korean-born singer and socialite Kimera. They 
turned down Nakachian 's offer to pay $1 million. They said the 
little girl was not feeling well and “something bad might occur” if 
he did not pay $13 million by Tuesday. Several newspaper 
reported two unnamed Britons were detained on Sunday in 
connection with the abduction of Melodie in the resort of 
Estepona last Monday. No confirmation was immediately avail- 
able from police. 

Marie- Antoinette’s pitcher stolen 

THOIRY, France (AP) — Marie- Antoinette's pitcher and wash 
basin and other historic treasures valued at about 1 million francs 
($170,000) were stolen from the 16th century Thoiiy Chateau, its 
owner said. Also stolen was a rifle with a gold-and-silver stock 
given to King Louis XVI by the King of England, and a writing 
case that belonged to Machault d’Arnouville, Louis XV s finance 
minister and one-time owner of Thoiry Chateau, which is about 
40 kilometres west of Paris. Vicount Paul De La Panouse. a 
zoologist whose family has owned the elegant Chateau for 13 
generations, said a band of three or four robbers forced the 
shutters of the castle's archives room at about 4 a.m. Sunday. 
Surprised by family friends staying overnight at the chateau, the 
robbers fired a warning shot before fleeing, De la Panouse said. 
The pitcher and wash basin made of sevres porcelain used by 
Marie-Antoinette while she was imprisoned in the conciergerie 
awaiting execution were among the items taken, he said. 

Poles attend rally against alcoholism 

WARSAW, Poland (AP) — Under the slogan "to drink or to 
be,” about 2,000 young Poles took part in a nationally televised 
rally against alcoholism. “Alcoholism is the most ttreatenineand 
important issue.” said the rally’s organiser, Marek Kotanski, a 
psychologist who founded an anti-drug abuse movement known 
as Monar. “We must struggle for sobriety on all fronts,” he said, 
speaking on a stage over which hung placards with the names of 
dozens of alcoholic substances consumed by Poles, ranging from 
vodka to anti-freeze. The government ordered liquor stores 
closed Friday in Warsaw and other cities in support of Kotanski's 
anti-alcoholism campaign. The closure caused long lines to form 
outside liquor stores on Thursday and on Saturday by the shops 
selling Polish vodka for dollars and Western currency. According 
to official estimates, there are about 1 milli on alcoholics requiring 
medical treatment in the country. About 3 to 4 million otter 
people, among a total population of 37 million, are problem 
drinkers. The government and Roman Catholic Church have both 
sponsored anti-alcohol programmes. 

Australian did not buy Van Gogh’s Irises 

SYDNEY (R) — Australian billionaire Alan Bond is not the 
mystery bidder who_ bought Vincent Van Gogh's masterpiece, 
Inses for a record $53.9 million last week, a spokesman for the 
tycoon said on Monday. “It's mere speculation and there is no 
truth in it. He did not buy Van Gogh’s Irises,” spokesman Errol 
Cqnsidine told Reuters. Sotheby's sold the Dutch artist’s oil 
painting in auction in New York last Wednesday but declined to 
identify the buyer. "All we can say is that it was a European 
dealer acting on behalf of an unidentified buyer,” a Sotheby’s 
spokeswoman said. Art experts and a leading New York society 
columnist later said they thought Bond was the buyer. The 
art-loving Australian tycoon owns breweries, publishing com- 
panies and gold mines. He is also well known for wresting, the 
America's Cup, the premier yachting trophy, from the United 
States four years ago and then losing it back this year. 

Woman mistakenly killed at roadblock 
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BENEVENTO, Italy (AP) — A magistrate has ordered an 
investigation into the fatal shooting of a 19-year-old woman by 
police looking for a robbery suspect, Italian news media has • 
reported. State-run RAI television and the ANSA news agency 
said the woman, Maria Francesca Chiusolo, and her boyfriend 
were driving to a pizzeria in this town 70 kilometres north east of 
Naples when their car was blocked by an unmarked police car. . 
Police, who were patrolling the area in hopes of nabbing the - 
authors of a series of recent holdups, became suspicious when 
they noticed the car travelling on a little-used road, the reports 
said. When a plainclothes policeman approached the car wielding 
a machine gun. the couple mistook him for a robber and the ' ; 
boyfriend put the car in reverse and tried to escape, according to 
the reports. 

Lack of sleep brings protester down 

DRAGUIGNAN, France (R) — An explorer who perched up a •' 
half-built pylon for six weeks to stop the French electricity board . ' : 
erecting a high-power line across his country home has finally 
been brought down to earth. Merry Ottin had camped night and 
day atop a makeshift platform 35 metres up the pylon to stop the 
electricity board (EDF) running a 400,000-voit system across his 
country retreat. But he was caught out when he abandoned his 
vigil at Montauroux, south eastern France, early on Friday to 
snatch a few hours’ sleep in a nearby caravan, environmentalists \ 
who supported his cause said on Sunday. Electricity board ■. 
technicians, backed up by a police, rushed in before dawn and 
finished the job by helicopter. Ottin began his protest in October . 
after losing a court case against EDF plans to site the main 
throughway for the south eastern AIpes-Maritimes Department 
on his land. He had returned from a trip to Nepal in 1983 to find 
ms century-old trees lopped down and nis garden a building site. 
The EDF scored a first victory early in October when Ottin was / 
taken to hospital after a car accident. Technicians slipped in and . 
began work but had to break off when he discharged himself • 
against medical advice. 
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